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Hon. A. J. M. 8aw: You mean their sue-
cessors, not ther predecessors.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Well, their suc-
cessors too. I had hoped the Bill would not
be renewed this vear. Last yeur I expressed
the hope that it would not find a place on
the statute book any longer. If it should
be agnin continued, I will most impressively
ask the Government not to re-introduce it
any more, and not seek to impose a higher
duty {han aetually exists. The position is
simply th's: The stamp duty on conveyances,
fixed by Lhe original Aet, was 10s. per eent.
During the emergeney stage of the war
period the Government doubled that duty.
But when that measure was introduced if
was clearly stated thaft it wonld be only tem-
porary, Tnstead of that, the measure to-day
is now a very permanent one. It comes
down year in and yeav out with a most sur-
prising consistency. It will be conceded that
the duty of 10s. per eent. js a fair charge
on those transactions. It is a good thing
that we as a State shonld set an example
to other States. The other States imposed
similar measures, and I suppose that onee
they received the additional revenue from
thiz souree they have found it diffieult to
give up that method of raising revenue. T
do not know whether the House desires to
continne this impost for another year,
but T really do not think it should he intro-
duced again.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J
M. Drew—Central—in reply) [8.10]: T eare-
fully noted Mr. Nicholson’s remarks last
vear and forwarded them to the Treasury.
Abont a month azo. anticipating that this
hardy annwal was about to eome np here
again, T saw Mr, Berkeley, the Assistant
T'nder Treasurer. One of the big points
made by Mr. Nicholson last vear was what
he called the excessive doty on the transfer
of shares. T myself have had some experi-
ence of that, and I amn ahle to confirm every-
thing Mr. Nicholson has said. T referred
it to Mr. Berkeley, who =aid it had been
noted and that there were in the Aet other
anomalies requiring correction. At that time
he was doubtful whether the Bill wonld be
re-introdnced this year. He recognised the
necessity for an amendment, especially in
respect of the duty on the transfer of shares.
So the hon. member will see that T have
given ottention to the matter. I sent along
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the “IHansard” report of his speech last year
to the Treasury, where his remarks have
licen earefully noted, However, it has heen
considered neccssary to bring down the Bill
again this year,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, rveported without amendment, and
the veport adepted.

House adjourned at 8.14 p.m.

Beqislative Hasembly.
Tuesday, 4th December, 1928.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—ELECTORAL, WEST
PROVINCE.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Justice: 1, Is he aware that at the last
West Provinee election a number of per-
sons recorded postal votes who were neither
sick nor outside the distance allowed under
the Act from a polling booth? 2, If so,
will the FElectoral Department take pro-
ceedings against those persons 3, If not,
why not?
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, Yes. 2, No. 3, Early in June last the
Chief Electoral Officer personally made in-
quiries in regard to ecrtain West Province
electors, but the results were too incon-
clusive to warrant further action.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY, NORPA,

Mr. FERGUSON (for Mr. Griffiths)
asked the Minister for Agrienltural Water
Supplies: 1, In view of the wholesale
settlement on locations around Norpa, will
he go into the question of relieving the
water famine there? 2, Will he ascertain
whether any of the following schemes is
advisable and practicable:—(a) making
avzilable bores for individual boring and
the services of and expert to direet where
it should be done: (b} utilisation of the
unreserved rock catehment on Locations
211 and 218; (¢) extensions west from the
16-mile gate, No. 1 rabbit-proof fence, of
the South Burracoppin extension?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, I am not
aware that there is a2 water famine in the
Norpa area. In April, 1927, a request was
received from a number of settlers for an ex-
tension to be made from a braneh off the
G.W.S. main. The department submitted
a proposal, and invited the settlers to reply.
This invitation has not been accepted. IE
it had been. it is possible that the exten-
sion would have been made. 2 and 3, The
matter of water supplies for agrienltural
areas is under consideration,

BILL—TEXAS COMPANY (AUSTRAL-
ASIA) LIMITED (PRIVATE).

Message.

Message received from His Excelleney
notifving that in aeccordance with jeint
Standing Order No. 51 he consented on be-
half of His Majesty and of the Govern-
ment to the Assembly doing as they
thought fit in repect of the Bill.

Report of Select Committee.

Mr. Rowe brought up the report of the
select committee appointed to inquire into
the Bill.

Report read and ordered to be printed.
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BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Works
and read a first iime,

BILL—TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—HOSPITAL FUND,

Recommitial,

On motion by the Minister for Health,
Bill recommitted for the purpose of fur-
ther considering Clauses 2, 9, and 14.

In Committee,

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Health in charge of the Bill

Clause 2—Interpretation:

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
other night an amendment was moved to
this elause. T have to admit I made a mis-
take, and T think several other members
were of the same opinion as I, namely that
we did not delete the words “and other in-
vestments exempt from taxatien under the
first mentioned Act.’’' T thought the amend-
ment was to delete only the words ‘‘and
income derived from Government securi-
ties.” T have since found that that was
not the ease. After consulling the Crown
Law Department I now wish to reinsert
the words that were deleted,

Mr. Davy: All of them?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
all of them. I see no lozical reason for ex
empting Government securities. The tax
nnder this Bill will not be an income tax.
We are giving henefits for the tax that wili
be collected, and it could not in any sense of
the word be claimed to be an income tax.
The Solicitor General puts it very plainly.
His note to me is as follows:—

As regards the last two lines of the inter-
pretation of ‘‘income,’’ when Government
sceurities are issued free of income tax no Bill
could properly enact that nevertheless the in-
terest should he subjeet to income tax. Bot
although the contributions to the hospital fund
in respect of income are collected by the Com-
missioner of Taxation, the contributions to the
fund eannot he properly regarded as inecome
tax. Income tax is in aid of Consolidated
Revenue, To tax the intereat would be to re-
duee the rate of interest parable by the Gov-
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ernment. ~ The Bill prevides for a gencral con-
tribution in, aid of public and private hos-
pitals, in return for free treatment aforded.
"Fhis, it seems te me, is quite & different mat-
ter from the levying of income tax.
In regard to the first portion of (he amend-
ment, I cannot see any veasen why Qovern-
ment securities should be exempt. In re
gard to the second jortion “and other in-
vestments exempt from taxation under the
first mentioned Aect,” if a man living in
Western Australin has invested his money
in Vietoria, the proceeds would be exempt
from paying anything if those words were
not reinstated. Yet, living in Western Aus-
tralia he will receive hospital treatment if
He requires it. T ean see no roason why he
should not pay for that treatment.

Mr. Sampson: He took up that invest
ment under a definite promise.

The MINISTER TOR IIEALTH: Tie
<id not take it up under any promise at al!
No promise has becn given by this or any
other Government for seeurities other than
(Government securiticx. The mopey to he
paid under the Bill T regard, not as income
tax, but as a contribution to a fund from
which the taxpayvers are to get a benefit.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
snpposed to return n benefit,
. The MINISTER FOR TIEALTH: Tf the
investors are resident in Western Australia
T see no reason why thev should not contri-
bute. 1 move an amendment—-

fivery tax is

That the following words dcleted hv a pre-
vious amendment he added to the definition of
“ineome’’:—‘and income derived from Cov-
ernment securities and other investments ex-
rmpt from taxation under the first mentioned
Aet.?!

Mr. SAMPSON: T am surprised at the
Minister attempting to have these words re-
instated. There is no justification for it.
Their reinstatement wonld mean the ae-
knowledgment of something whieh is ultra
‘vires, and wonld econstitnte snmethine which
is a breach of Faifh with thnse who have
invested in this elass of security. Tn manv
instances it is advertised that the amonnt
produced from (overnment seenrities shonld
he free from income taxation. The amonnt
nraduced under the Bill will be produeed
from the income of the taxpaver.

-Mr. Sleeman: And wvon do not want
evervhodv fo pav nceordine fo ineome.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tf we are to amend
those measnres relating to the investment
of monev in Government seenrities, let us
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do so; but fo alter this al the present slage
and nake it vetrospeetive would constitute
an immoral act.

The Minister for Health:
retrospective.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister has shown
no reason for going back on the definite
arrangement that was made.

The Minister for Health: T cannot see
that we should wipe out the lot.

Mr. SAMPSON: He agreed to
out this portion of the clause.

Mr. Sleeman: You ecaught him on the
hop. »
Mr. S8AMPRON: T refuse to vefleet upon
the Minister. He agreed to the amendment
after eaveful thought.

Mr, Sleeman: He is puiting back the
words after careful thought.

Ar. SAMPSON: Tt was a wise deeision
on lis part when he agreed lo the nmend-
ment. He said he would honour the agree-
ment that had been made in the past T
hope he will adhere to that view.

Mr. DAVY: The Minister says it is not
an income tax, hut an effort on the part of
the Government to enforee contributions
From the public for benefits received. The
Bill will compel people who teceive no
henefit to pay their contributions, and some
of these may not he living in the State. Tt
1s even proposed to make ecompanies pav.
Tt is therefore an income tax Aet. T'nder
the Rill the Government will not be able to
tax ineomes that arve derived ont of West-
orn Australin.  The only kind of income,
that is ineome within the meaning of the
Aet, is that which is derived within West-
ern Aunstralia. Tt would be a hreach of
faith for Parliament to infliet a tax upon
investments that have heen declared free of
tax. Tt is wrong to issue Government loans
that are exempt from toxation, but as the
hareain has been made it must be adhered
to.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
<hall not he able to tax loans in future. be-
ehuse they will all he issued by the Com-
monwealth Government.  This Bill is a
direct tax on incomes, and is being imposed
for general revenne purposes. Tt means
taxine honds that have heen issned free of
tax. The money will be spent in rendering
n serviee fo the people. T hone the Minister
will not hreak faith with the inveators.

The Minister for Health: T am not break-
ing faith with them.

It is not made

strike
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This will
be a tax on incomes derived from Govern-
ment securities, which have been issued in
the past. We should never have issued loans
free of taxation.

The Minister for Health: The Common-
wealth Government eolleet a iax upon them.

Hon. 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL: All our
loans have been issued free of tax. If we
had imposed faxation we should have had
to add to the interest we have to pay.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Many
other Government securities besides bonds
and war loans will be affecied. Some local
people have invested their money in Victoria
and New South Wales, and reeeive a very
fair income as a result. If we left out those
words, we could not tax any income derived
frem snch investments.

Mr. Davy: Do vou say, if the words are
left in, you can tax them?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: On the
advice of the Crown Law Department I say
we can. [ believed the other night that the
the amendment stopped at the words “Gov-
ernment security.” “Hansard” gives my
interpretation of the position, and the inter-
jection of the Leader of the Country Party
supporting my view. Other members op-
posite were of opinion that I was right in
my assumption. I was in faet canght on the
hop. I did not know that the amendment
had gone so far. If T make a mistake I am
always prepared to admit it. I made a mis-
take that night; otherwise I would have
divided the Committee, when probably the
words wounld have remained. Certainly it
would not be right for a Minister to intro-
duce a Bill that proposzed something ultra
vires. T am assured that what I am now
attempting to do is perfectly legal and
within our rights. The Bill goes to the low-
est possible level of income for the purpose
of maintaining hospitals, and I believe the
people are prepared to submit to such taxa-
tion. Therefore I should not be asked to
forego taxation on large incomes. If the
advice of the Crown TLaw Departinent were
to the contrary effect, I would not dream of
seeking to re-introduce the words.

Mr. DAVY : I shall not pit my own
opinion against that of the Solicitor-General,
who 1s a much more experienced and learned
lawyer than I am. At the same time I am
surprised to find that the clause, as it stood
ariginally, would make subject to this tax
incomes peoople here derive from other
States. Tf that is properly understood by
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the Minister, it eertainly shakes the opinion
T have formed. 1 am not discussing whether
incomes derived outside Western Australia
should Le taxable under the Bill; T am rather
inclined to agree with the Minister on that
point. However, the Minister will get peo-
ple who live outside the State and cannot
derive any benefit from the Bill, and also
people whe live in the Staie and derive in-
come From outside Western Australia. It
cannot be said-that the Bill will tax only
those who are to derive benefit from it. I
fail to see any line differentiating this
measure from an ordinary income tax Bill.
If the words are re-inserted, there will be a
definite breach of faith. I do not know
whether it will be ultra vires or not, but I
am convineed that it will be immoral. Ap-
parently the Minister thinks that so long as
he is inside the law, it is proper to do any-
thing.

Mr. SAMPSON: T understand that the
Minister acknowledges the tax should not be
levied when the investment states that the
income is tax free.

The Minister for Health: I do not acknow-
ledge anything of the sort. I thought that
was all that was being taken out the other
night.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If a tax-
payer makes £500 on a loan investment in
the 01d Land, docs the Minister propose to
tax that? He cannot do it. If a firm
operating in Perth and Melbourne makes
profits in Metbourne, docs the Minister pro-
puse to tax them?$

The Minister for Health: I eannot do it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
Minister said he would do it.

The Minister for Health : No.
speaking of individnals.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Income
already taxed by the Federal Government
and by, say, the Victorian Government, will
be taxable here under the Bill.

The Minister for Health: No.
said anything of the kind.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I thought
the Minister said so ten times in reply to the
member for West Perth,

The Minister for Health: No. That hon.
member was talking of one thing, and I was
talking of another. :

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In any
case, the Minister cannot tax as he proposed.

The Minister for Healilr: Then what is
wrong with letting amendment go
through and seeing whetter it is ultra vires?

I was

I have not

HE
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In the
case of a man coming to this country with
£50,000 to invest and leaving £50,000 behind
bim in another country, it would be pretty
hard luck if, supposing he lost on his invest-
ment here for the first year or two, he had to
pay taxation here on income derived else-
where. However, I know that the Minister
will not be able to tax such income. It would
be monstrous if he could.

Mr. SLEEMAN : [ fail to understand
what the Opposition are making such a row
about. They did a clever bit of work on
Thursday in getting the amendment through
without the Minister’s knowledge. I am
pleased that the Minister, immediately upon
discovering actually what happened, brought
down this amendment. While the Opposi-
tion are so concerned about these poor in-
vestors, there is not a word from them about
the boys and girls to be taxed under the
Bill. The principle of the measure is that
everyone shall be taxed according to his or
her income.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I would agree
to exempt all those small incomes.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Let us get hold of the
big incomes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I object
to a breach of faith, Let us keep our word.

Mr. Sleeman: We are keeping our word.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the people of Western Australia will note
the way in whieh the member for Fremantle
keeps his word. We have said that ceriamn
investments shall be free of income tax. If
the member for Fremantle has his way, we
shall not get mueh money if we go on the
money market. We should stand to our pro-
mises, some of which are in writing.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1t is all very well for
the Leader of the Opposition to say thaf we
should keep ocur word. The Minister for
Health has stated distinetly that the Solici-
tor General says that this is guite in order.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Then he is
wrong.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Leader of the Op-
position may be a better lawyer than the
Solicitor General, but T am prepared to take
the word of the Solicitor General.

Mr. Davy: This is not a mere legal ques-
tion.

Mr. LATHAM: The member for Fre-
mantle has misunderstood the point raised
by the Leader of the Opposition, whe
pointed ount that it was a breach of faith to
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tax money that we had declared would be
tax free. 1f we tax that which we have said
shall be free, we merely reduce the value of
investments made on that understanding.
It is not a mere legal question, but a moral
one,

Amendment put and passed with the fol-
lowing result:—

Ayes o . .. 19
Noes .. .. .
Majority for 2
——
Axms. '
Mr, Chesson - Mr. Milliogton
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Munsis
Mr. Corboy Mr. Panton
Mr, Coverley Mr. Rowe
Mr. Cowan Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Cunningbam Mr, A. Wansbrough
Mr. Kenaeally Mr. Wllcock
Mr. Lamond Mr. Withers
Mr. Marshall Mr, Wilson
Mr. McCallum (Teller.)
Noms.
Mr. Angelo Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Richardson
Mr. Dary Mr., Sampson
Mr, Doney Mr. Sinbba
Mr. Fergusan Mr. Taylor
Mr. Grifithe Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Latham Mr. Thomson
Mr. Lindeay Mr. North
Mr. Maley (Teller.)
Parrs.
Aves, NoEes.
Miss Holman Mr. J. M, Smith
Mr. Keuneally Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Troy Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Mr. Johnson Mr. Mann

Amendment thus passed.

Clanse 9—Contribuntions to fund:

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: I move
an amendment—

That after ‘“employec’’ in line 2 of sub-
paragraph (2) of the second proviso the words

‘“in receipt of wages not less than one pound
a week’’ he ingerted.

When the clause was previously discussed,
some hon. members were of the opinion that
a person would be taxed if he was in re-
ceipt of less than £1. Tt was suggested that
if a norse girl received 10s, a week and
keep, she would be taxed on £1. T said that
T did not think that anyone who was re-
eeiving less than £1 a week in rash would
be taxed. I consulted the Crown Solicitor
and he confirmed my opinion, but said that



[4 Deceuvper, 1928.]

the amendment T have proposed would make
the position perfectly definite. With the
amendment it will be certain that board and
lodging will not eount uniess a person is
in receipt of not less than £1 a week as
wages,

Hom. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am glad
that the Minister hos agreed to amend fthe
clause because it would undoubtediy have
meant taxation for those in receipt of board
and Indging and a small wage such as he
indicated.

The Minister for Health: The Crown Soli-
eifor denied that, but the amendment has
made it quite definite.

Mr. LATHAM: I am sorry thnt the Min-
ister dil not increase the exemption so as
to make the tax apply to those in re-
ceipt of not less than £2 a week, If a bov
i* earning 215 a week and is living at home,
he will not be exempt from the tax, whereas
if another individual is receiving 19s. 6d.
a week and has hoard and lodging as well.
he will be exempt. Tt would be fairer had
the limit been made £2, of which £1 was
to be taken as for board and lodeing.

Amendment put and passed.

Clanse 14—Contributions in respect of
salary and wages:

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
clause created a good deal of discussion. Tt
was said that if a settler obtained an ad-
vanee of £100 from the Industries Assistanee
Board and £90 was spent for superphosphate
or seed wheat. he would have to pay tax on
the £100. The same argument was used
about a miner receiving assistance from the
Government. T said no such thing was con-
tempiated, and T am still positive the Bill
does not provide for it. The Solicitor Gen-
eral and the Commissioner of Taxation
assure me that if a farmer got an advanee
of £100 and any portion of it was spent for
seed wheat, superphosphate or machinery,
he would not have to pav tax on it. To make
sure, however, T move an amendment—

That after ‘‘advances’’ in paragraph (c)
the following words be inserted:—"(such
work being their own personal labour) *’.

A man who gets an advance and does the
work himself will have to pay if he earns
over £1 n week.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If he borrowed
from an ordinary bank he would not have
te pav,
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: An
ordinary bank would not advance 9s, per
day for sustenance. I believe that 95 per
ceni. of the farmers do not object lo fhe
tax if they do the work themselves, If they
let the work by contract, the contractors
will have to pay.

Mr, Thomson: There is no objection 1o
that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Then
I cannot sece why there should be any objee-
tion on the part of a man getting a living
from an advance through his own personal
effort. At least £200,000 a vear has been
paid in sustenance under group scttlement
to men who are no longer on blocks, Why
should not we eoliert when some of those
men have heen earning up to £30 a month
on contraet clearing?

M. Thomsen: On their own blocks?

The MINTISTER FOR HEALTH: Their
own and other people’s blocks.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
hardly earn £30 a month,

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: Some
of them did. At present they are permitied
to earn up to £20 a month, and why should
thex not pay? The other night T said [
helieved that 90 per cent. of the group set-
tlors were contributing to a hospital fund.
The pereentage )5 over 90 and those peo-
ple ave not objecting. In faet they asked
to contribute. If the Bill is passed they
will not contribute any more.

Mr. Thomson: That iz a
stheme,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It
vonld not be possible to provide medical
atfention in some distriets nnless the sel-
tTers volunteered te contribute. They ars
paving 1s. Gd. a week. None of them i
making sn income that will necessitate the
payment of 15. 6d. a week under this meas-
nre. Many men making onlv a small in-
come desire n scheme that will ensme ed-
iral attentinn in retnrn for a small weekly
eontributicn,  Unless thevy contribnte to a
fund therc is nn hope of wetting a medical
man to settle in some districts. We have
doctors in agricultural areas who would not
2o there unless they were assured of a
small inenne from such a fond. In some
instonces doctors have formed fupds and
80 ver cent. of the people within a radins
Lf 10 miles have rvontributed up to £4 per
vear per household for medical attention.

They could

voluntary
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This tax will not ameunt to anything like
that sum.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Group
reftlers pay also to the workers’ eompen-
sation fund, which appears to average £7
per man per year. That is a pretty stift
tax.

The Minister for Health:
introduced that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 in-
troduced the system, but the amouni has
been increased. The present Act was not in
operation when I was in office and the pre-
mium was very much lower than it is to-
day. The point is, should a man pay hos-
pital tax on money he borrows? If he bor-
rows from a private bank, the Minister
eannot colleet; if he uses his own money,
the Minister cannot colleet, but if he bor-
rows from the Industrial Assistance Board,
the Minister proposes to impose the tax,
That is not right. An advance is in no
sense wages; it is a loan which has to be
repaid and on which the borrower has to
pay interest. I do not think the Solicitor
General could have understood the position.

Mr. THOMSON: 1t is not fair or equit-
able that » man who receives a Government
advance on which he has to pay 7 per cent,
interest should be charged hospital tax on
the amount. The {iovernment will levy the
tax on men who from dire necessity have to
approach the Indusiries Assistance Board.
The money is advanced only to enable the
settler to continue his work and further pro-
tect the seeurity. I cannot understand how
it can be said that a man who receives an
advance from the Industries Assistance
Board is working for wages. Here is the
position : If T borrow money from a private
bank and I employ men to work for me,
those men are charged 114d. in the pound.
T have not to pay to the hospital fund on
the money that I have borrowed from the
private bank. Therefore I cannot follow
the Minister’s reasoning that a man who
receives assistance from the Industries As-
sistance Board should be placed in a dif-
ferent position from the man who borrows
from a private bank?

The Minister for Health: Suppose he
receives 9s. a day for 18 months and then
leaves?

Mr. THOMSON: The Government have
the security, and if the inspectors have
been doing their work the money advanced
to the man has increased the security of the
Agricultural Bank and the Industries As-

I think you
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sistance Board, If the man bas been re-
ceiving 95, a day and has not created an
asset, then 1 am sorry for the equity of
the Agricultural Bank and the Industries
Assistance Board.

The Minister for Health:
amendment an improvement?

Mr. THOMSON: 1 wanted to reject the
elanse itself because it was not fair. Now
the insertion of the words proposed will
make the position worse for those who are
unfortunate cnough to Lave to obtain their
money from the Industries Assistance
Board.

The Minister for Health: I am not too
anxious about the amendment, because the
clanse is quite plain as it is. It was to
satisfy you and others that the Solicitor-
General altered it.

Mr. THOMSON: Well, I don’t like the
clanse and I don't like the amendment.

Mr, SAMPSON: If a farmer spends his
capital, that eapital will be subjeet to the
measore. This is really capital because the
farmer is mortgaging his future in respect
of the amount invelved, and the amount
advanced by the Industries Assistance
Board must he returned to the board,
that 3s, if he vemains solvent. T see
no reason why a tradesman endeavouring
to establish a business should not be ealled
upon to pay the same as a farmer who
borrows money from the Industries Assis-
tanve Board and later on has to repay it.

Mr. DAVY: The amendment makes the
pavagraph a little less offensive than hefare
by lmiting the seope of what appears to
ne to be 2 ridiculous position. T would like
to move for the deletion of paragraph {e).

The CHAIRMAN: That is not possilile
beeause it has been agreed to down to the
word “advanees.”

Mr. DAVY: If the amendment is car-
vied, will it he possible then to move for the
deletion of any part of the clarse subse-
quent tg¢ the words about to be inserted?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may
do that.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendmert—

That the words at the end of paragraph
(e) ‘“be deemed to be wages’’ be struck out.
It may be that in many cases people who
fail to suceeed as farmers or miners never
in praetice pay back advances made to them.,
If it is contemplated by the Minister that
people receiving advances under the Indus-

Is npot the
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tries Assistance Board for work done hy
them, or even under the Minizg Develo)-
ment Aect, do not pay back advanees, it is u
serious indictment of the whole system built
up under those two Aets. Everything ad-
vanced is secured by mortgage and there is
& personal covenant by the mortgagor lo
repay on demand the money, with interest.
Under the proposal contained in the Bill
the money actually lent to these people is
to pay tax, and the taxpayer enters into a
legal obligation to repay a larger amount
than he acfually zets, and interest not only
on whai he gets but on something that he
never sees which is taken from him by
tux. That cannot be justified. The Minis-
ter spoke as il nobody ever paid baek the
money that was advaneed.

The Minister for Health: I said, unfor-
tunately that was our experience.

Mr. DAVY: Of course some people do
not pay their ordinary debis; some go bank-
rupt and evade paying their debts and there
are some who, after having become bank-
rupt, live in luxury ever afterwards. There
are hundreds of settlers who have been on
the Industries Assistance Board and who
bave paid off cvery penny, There are still
seores on the board who will repay every
penny with interest. 1 hope the Commit-
tee will prevent such an illogical provision
as that proposed being put on the statute-
book.

Mr. LATHAM : Advances of 9s. a day are
made to farmers throughout the year and
after the proceeds from the harvest have been
obtained repayvments are made to the In-
dustries Assistanee Board. The farmer pays
income tax on his profits and now if we
are going to insist upon what is proposed
by the Bill, he will be paying twice in the
one year. It is unfair {o charge the farmer
when the advance is made and charge him
again when he makes the repayment. The
clause will damage the Bill, and we shouild
put it in order while we have it in this
House. Though the hon. member’s amend-
ment will not get over the difficulty, T will
support it.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the fellowing result:— '
. Ayes 18
Noes 19
Majority against 1
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ATES,
AMr. Angelo Mr, Manp
Mr. Brown Sir Jumes Mitehell
Mr, Davy \r, Rlchardson
Mr. Doney Mr. Bampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Stubbs
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Taylor
WMr, Latham Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Lindsay Mr, Thomsen
Mr. Maley Mr. Norib
- o (Telier.)
Noams
Mr. Chessgon Mr. Milllngton
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Munsle
Mr, Carboy Mr. Panton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Rowe
Mr. Cowan Mr. 8leeman
Mr. Cunningbam Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr, Willcock
Mr, Lambert Mr. Wilsop
Mr. Lamond Mr. Withers
Mr. McCallum (Teller.)
Pimxs,
ATEs. Noss.
Mr. J. M, Smith Miss Holman
Mr. J. H. Bmith Mr. Keopeally
My, C. P. Wansbrough Mr. Johnmon

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Bill reported with further amendments. -

BILL—QUARRY RAILWAY
EXTENSION.

Returned from the
amendment.

Couneil without

BILL—LAKE GRACE-KARLGARIN
RATLWAY.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 29th November.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL {Nor-
tham) [6.5]: This Bill, I think, was hefore
ihe House just prior to the last elections.
It was withdrawn in favour of the sugges-
tion made by the Engineer-in-Chief that
there should be practically a straight line
of railway running through from Fremantle
to Salmon Gums, which wonld serve all the
country to be served by this proposed Lakae
Grace-Karlgarin railway.

Mr. Corboy: It would have served por-
tion of the country.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt would
have gone right along this route, and so
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would have served all the people adjacent
to the lime, 1t would have served tite people
east of Kondinin. But that bigger project,
apparently, has been dropped and this one
substituted for it. The Minister has not
told us why the Engineec-in-Clief’s pro-
posal is not to be gone on with, 'The use
of 60-lb. rails will mean a cost of £4,000
per mile. So that line would cost over
a quarter of a million of money, which
is a great deal to have tv be paid for. 1
must draw attention to this map aceom-
panying the Bill. Lt is a very old map, and

it does not show the subdivisions up to
date. So 1 am afraid it will give many

members an entirely wrong impression of
the eountry to be served. 1 suggest to the
Minister that in foature all the alienated
land should be plotted on the mayp aeeom-
panving a rajlway Bill brought down to the
ITounse. This, being a very old map, does
not show the true position.

The Minister for Works:
is to get an up-to-date map.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
blocks sold counld he plotted on thi< one for
you. I think we ought to know why the
other scheme has heen abandoned.

The Minister for Works: It has nat been
sihandoned.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Weli,
why are we going bhaek to the original pro-
posal? We abandoned this proposal in
favour of the bigger scheme, and this Bill
was withdrawn before the last eclections,

Mr. Corbay: It was one of the slaughtered
innocents.

The dilliculty

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCIIELL : No
fear! The Minister withdrew it and ex-

plained why. Tt was to give place to Mr.
Stileman’s seheme.

Mr. Withers: Well, let us have this one
to po on with,

Heon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Cer-
tainly T will let you have it, but I want to
know why the member for Yilzarn is so
satisfied with this, as against Mr. Stile-
man’s scheme,

My. Corboy: T am not

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Instead
of attackine the Government about it and
demanding to know why the line has not
been built before now, the hon. member sits
silent, has nothine whatever to say ahont it.

Mr. Corboy: I am content to get a rail-
way.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEL:L: 1 want
a railway and an explanation too. 1 think

the House is entitled to an explapation.
The wember for Fremantle also will want
to know somelhing about it. 'The laying
down of our railways is entively different
to-day Erom what it was in the old days
when material was low priced. Then we
were prepared to deviate a railway in order
to pick up the vieh patehes of land. Now,
liowever, T think we can afford to put our
railways more or less straight ahead. Many
do not agree with me, but it =eems to m«
that in the years to eome we shall he abl.
to use a great deal of country that to-day is
regarded as of indifferent valne. If wheat
sold at 4s. our vield could.be 50 million
bushels.  But in the years to come, if we get
5s. we shall be able to grow twice as much,
and in addition the priee firms we shall be
able to use up a lot of land that at present
would not repay ns. Let us consider Russia.

The Minister for Health: Yes, Russia
lias been trotted out preity freely of late
vears.

Mr. Corboy: The member for Northoia
irofs it out at clection times,

Houn. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
mean red Russia, I mean golden-grained
Russia,

The Minister for Railways: [t will taks
five years to put right the wheat position in
Bussia.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Offici-
ally the position in Russin is that it has
under wheat one -twelfth of the total wheat
area of the world. Yet Russia cannot feeil
with wheat one-fourth of the world’s popn-
lation. Russia’s wheat yield per aere is
low. 1 notice it 1s proposed to transfer some
of her people from the poorer districts to
richer parts. Siberia has some rich wheat
lands.

Hon. G. Taylor: And plenty of politieal
troubles.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
and other troubles besides political troubles
confronting the agriculturist there. I am
not at all afraid of what Russia will be abl«:
to do. I say we should have some regard
to the whole of the land to he served by
this railway. T de not know whether
this line is to be built from the migration
money. If the Minister for Works were in
his own seat, instead of that of another
Minister, T would ask bim whether migra-
tion money is to be used in the coustruetion
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of this line. All those older setilers, east
of Kondinin, ought not to be left any longer
without a railway,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This line
runs north, and then turns east about 10
miles. It seems to be a ridiculous proposal.
The Minister explained that the line runs in
this direetion because it serves a greater area
of good land than would be the case if it
continued in a northerly direction. I hope
he will provide the House with a map show-
ing the position of the Newdegate-Lake
Graee railway, ond also that of the proposed
railway from Kondinin east, That is the
proposal put forward before the last elec-
tions by Mr. Stileman, The Minister also
should satisfy the House that we ought to
go to the expense of running the railway
seven miles east in this direction. That bit
of railway would cost about £30,000. T am
going to support the proposal recommended
by the Advisory Boeard. It does open np
territory which ought to be served by a rail-
way. We onght to have a plan showing the
territory south of Southern Cross and east
of the present settlement from Burracoppin
to Lake Grace. There is & considerable area
of country in that part of the State. The
good land is very scattered. It is good
around Lake King, Forrestania and other
belts of country, and we should endeavour
to serve these by building a few miles of
railway. We started off with a system of
spur lines in the Great Southern. When we
got out to Bruce Roek we linked up with a
loop line. We then found we ought to go
further east, so we built a loop which
runs through Kondinin. Now we have
got land still further east, and I understand
the Minister contemplates recommending the
House to approve of another loop. 1f we
had continued our spurs as we should have
done in the light of experience, from the
Great Southern as far east as we had land
to settle, we might have linked them up in a
manner suitable in the Railway Department.

The Minister for Railways: We shonld
link up at the end of all of them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Rail-
way Department would decide upon the best
way to link up. Tt is too late to deal
with the land west of the Kondinin railway,
but not to deal with that land now unserved.
It costs over £4,000 a mile to build railways
now as against the earlier cost of £2,000.
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We cannot thercfore afford to build un-
necessary miles of line. I do not see why so
much of our wheat should go to Fremantle.
There is no reasou why we should not use
Bunbury and Albany. Bunbury is already
used to a great extent. We should use our
railway svstem which serves the eastern
country so as to send a great deal of the
wheat to Bunbury, Alhany and Esperance.

The Minister for Railways: A lot ought
to go there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In our
zone system we get very little for the haul-
age ot wheat after the first 150 miles.

The Mmister for Ruilways: lt gradually
tapers down.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Until we
get practically nothing. It costs probably
4d. a bushel from Kellerberrin to the sea,
and when we get another 100 miles out we
pay another penny. The railways ought to
haal the wheat to the nearest port at the
cheapest rates. We cannot afford to haul it
away from any port that can be used for its
shipment. Why should wheat grown at
Morawa not go to Geraldton?

The Minister for Railways: It does.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: More of
it should go there. So it is with Bunbury
and Albany. The latter port gets praetically
no wheat. We should arrange our system
without building more miles of railway than
are necded, so as to serve these ports. It
will have to be done in the case of Esper-
ance, for we cannot haul wheat from there
to Fremantle.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Or from
100 miles west of Salmon Gums te Fre-
mantle. Before the Bill passes through Com-
ittee I want some information about the
bend in this line. The Minister will see that
it covers a distance of about 10 miles. We
are proposing to build 12 or 13 miles of very
expensive line. Has all the land been settled
and sold?

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister said most of it had been sold.

Mr. Corboy: 1t was all taken up years ago.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister gave some figures of land still avail-
able,

Mr. Corboy: I would not eare to take up
too much of what is left.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Is there
any further good land in the distriet? If
the price of wheat is maintained at 5s., we
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ean coltivate land that could not be culti-
vated a few years ago. Everything depends
on the price as to whether we can use much
of this second-class land or not. We have
built a railway from Salmon Gums to Norse-
man. We believed then we could settle about
30 miles of econuntry north of Salmon Gums,
I understand that has not yet all been
thrown open.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Hon. Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: The Gov-
ernment ought to throw it open without a
moment's delay. There may be some doubt
whether it will prove satisfactory farming
land or not. We were told it would be suit-
able for wheat growing, and T believe it is.

The Minister for Railways: It is pretly
heavy country,

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
a considerable area of it, and it should be
thrown open inmmediately. We cannot cx-
pect the general taxpayer to. pay interest on
the cost of railway construction, except for
a short time until the Jand adjacent has been
opened up and is producing. T hope the
Minister will sec that this land is made avail-
able to many would-be selectors, and that he
will give the House the other information I
have asked for.

Mr. Corboy : Tt could be obtained in
answer to a question without the Bill being
held up.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
no need io worry ahout the building of this
railway. If will not come out of the one per
cent., money. We have already authorised
the Yarramony railway, the Dale River, the
Cranbrook-Boyup DBrook and the Bridge-
town-Mount Barker railways. These have
not. yet been started, and must come before
the Karlgarin line.

Mr. Corboy: If that were trne it would be
a great shame.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A little
delay will not make the slightest difference
to the position. We have heard of this lipe
twice already. The next time we hear of it
will be after the next elections, when I shall
have the pleasure of building it.

Mr. Corboy: You are an optimist.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [7.40]: [ am
disappointed at the route it is proposed that
this railway shall follow. My electorate has
for many years been fighting for this railway
to go straight through to Fremantle, which is
the natural port for the Karlgarin district.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: No.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, BROWN: 1 love ligures io prove
it.

Mr. Corboy: Yon mean it would be if the
railway went straight through.

Mr. A. Wanshrough: Not even then.

Mr. BROWN: If there arc any settlers
deserving of a railway they are found in
the Karlgarin distriet. I have no desire
to hinder the construction of this line, but I
feel justified in voicing iy views. Many
of us have been urging the Government to
construct a line as early as possible 1rum
Karlgarin to Fremantle. 'This, of conrse,
cannot be done at once. The principle we
have been fighting for is that the railway,
must come into Kondinin, If it does mot,
the through line will be held up for many
vears. It should be regarded as a national
line. From then onwards it will only be &
line for the shorfening of the route. Is if)
of no consequence that goods and produce
have to be hauled unnecessarily for 60 or
100 miles? I can prove that if the line ist
built through to Fremantle it will save 150
miles of haulage. This would mean a
great deal to the Government, and to the eet-
tlers, hecause of the shortening of the
routes. For the information of the House I
will give certain distances. TFrom Karlgarin
to Fremantle, via Kondinin and Brookton
from ahnnt 30 miles due east of Wondinin, 1s
206 miles.

Mr. Corboy: DBut none of that line has
been econstructed.

Mr. BROWN: Natf a great deal of it has -
to he eonstructed. From Karlgarin to Perth_
via Lake Grace and Wagin—the Karlgarin-
people will want to come to Perth and send
coods to Perlh—is 344 miles as against the
206. -

Mr. Corboxv: As against 206 miles if the
line were built—a very different proposition.
What is the difference on the present rail-
wavs?

Mr. BROWN: From Karlgatin to Bun-
bury via Lake Grace and Wagin is 256
miles, as against 206 miles by the other
route. Which is the natural port of the
Karlgarin distriet?

Mr. Withers: How mueh would have to
be constructed to make that route praetic-
able?

Mr.
Grace

BROWN: TFifty-four miles to Lake
will have to be constructed. Then
there is the line to Wagin., From Lake
Grace to Wagin the railway is very
lieht and very slow, the average pace heing -
about 10 miles per hour. Ta fact, that is
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the average pace on spur lines, allowing for
stoppages.

Mr. Corboy: You only watch the train
when it iz going uphill.

AMr, BROWN: To contirn these figures
it is only necessary to examine the time-
table, From York to Bruce Rock, a distance
of 98 iniles, takes 10 hours. The 56 miles
trom Brookton te Corrigin takes over five
hours. The proposed line, if built with 45-1b.
rails, will require considerably more time for
transport than the route I have suggested.
From Karlgarin to Kondinin by the route 1
have suggested, 30 miles east of Nondinin,
means 30 miles to Corrigin, then 60 miles
from Brookton to Armadale, or a total of
120 miles. That is as against 54 miles.

Mr. Corboy: What would be the cost?

Mr. BROWN: A distance of 26% iniles
is already authorised and will have to be
built. Since Parliament has authorised the
eonstruction, it must be carried out. What
is the use of passing railway Acts and hold-
ing them in abeyance for vears¥ Altogether
it means a difference of only 39 miles in
building.  From Corrigin to Brookton is
an impossible line, because out of the 50
miles there are 12 miles of heavy grades.
Oven those 12 miles, which are near Brook-
ton, it is impossible fo take a load. The
rails are only 45 lbs,, and there are sharp
curves and heavy grades, and only light
engines can be used. From about 12 to 20
miles east of Brookton all the heavy traffie
runs eastward to Corrigin, and from Corri-
gin it runs to Narrogin, and from Narrogin
to Spencer's Brook, and from Spencer’s
Brook to Fremantle. Is there any sense in
a route like that?

AMr. Corboy: Do you suggest that less
than 40 miles will have to be eonstructed
to link up Kondinin?

Mr. BROWYX: It is only 65 miles alto-
eelher with the 261% miles already author-
ized but not vet constructed. On those
erounds I am justified in advocating Fre-
mantle as the port for Karlgarin. T will
now give the House some figures compiled
not for my benefit in particular hut for the
benefit of members generally. The dis-
tance from Brookton to Fremantle via
Spencer’s Brook is 130 miles. From Brook-
ton to Fremantle via Armadale is a dis-
tance of BO miles. From Armadale to Fre-
mantle the railway is already built. More-
over there are all the towns in between, from
Narrogin to Mt. Kokeby., The whole of
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those centres will benefic if this line is buili
to Fremantle. I refer to Cuballing, Popan-
yinning and Pingelly. All the goods from
those towns will go over the line I suggest,
and passenger traffic will follow.. The dis-
tance from Corrigin to Armadale is 133
miles. Via Spencer’s Brook it is 222 milez.
From Kondinin to Fremantle via Armadale
158 101 miles. I leave any member to refute
my figures. In view of them I must up-
hold what T have fought for ever since I
have been in the House, namcly, Fremantle
as the natural port of this great distriet.
While in Kondinin recently T was told that
from the other side of Hyden Rock, Esper-
ance is the natural port. I believe that is
s0, What is going fo be the nature of the
freight the line I suggest will carry? Nearly
all our agricultural machinery is either
assembled or made in Perth, though not a
great deal may be made here. To get to
Karlgarin by the Government’s route
the machinery will have to travel 344 miles.
What freight does that representy Just
imagine a farmer waniing a machine and
having to pay 344 miles freight on it!
Again, a great deal of timber comes to Karl-
aarin from the Perth yards. Is that tim-
her to travel 344 miles? The same remarks
apply to galvanised iron, zeneral merchan-
dige, superphosphate and bags—all to travel
344 miles as against 2068 miles over a direct
line! We know that Kondinin and Karl-
warin will eventually be great stock dis-
trieis. There are now large flocks of sheep
around Kondinin. Sheep ean be faitened
there as well as in any other part of the .
State. What will be done with the surplus
nf fat sheep? How are they to be got to
market? Where is the market for them?
Half our population being in the metro-
politan area, it stands to reason that the
fat stoek must be sent to Midland Junetion.
Under the Government’s proposal a Karl-
garin farmer with fat sheep or fat lambs
will have to send them round 344 miles to
Terth. What condition will they be in on
arrival at Midland Junetion? They will be
greatly wasted. Some members may sav
that the stock will go to Bunbury, Admit-
tedly, Bunbury will be a little nearer, but
can Bunbury absorb all the fat stoek? Tt
is only a little village compared with Perth.
Y am at a loss to know why the Government .
do not realise that distance saved in hanl-
age represents a saving to the Railway De-
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partment. If the department can pay as
worked at present in some respeets, this
rmaust be a wonderful country. The Rail-
way Department have to carry the
stock at a loss, because they have to
work on the distance to the near-
est port. The stoek is to be sent to
Narrogin and charged for only 12 miles
as from Brookton, after being sent 80 miles
further out. Is that a reasomable procced-
ing? The route I advecate is undoubtedly
in the best interests of the State. Again,
surplus chaff and oats will not be absorbed
by Bunbury or by Albany, but will have to
come to the mefropolitan area, where the
demand is.

Mr. Corboy: Evidently you are an advo-
cate of centralisation,

Mr. BROWN: My argument is still that
Bunbury is not the natural port. There is no
getting away from that, Farmers will real-
ise that they cannot afford to send oats and
chafl a distance of 344 miles to Perth. In
introducing the Bill the Minister said that
the proposed line would not in any way in-
terfere with the through line from Freman-
tle to Esperance. I maintain that it will so
interfere, and will hold back a nativnal pro-
jeet for the next 30 or 40 years. On the
Fremantle harbour the State will have ito
spend two or three millions sterling. The
trade demands and warrants it. Again, a
considerable amount of money will have to
be spent on the new railway bridge and on
ithe Robb’s Bay jetty line, Then guicker
despateh wili be ohtainalble at Fremantle
than at any other port.

Mr. Corboy: Is that an argument for
neglecting other ports?

Mr. BROWN: No.” Now let me take the
passenger traffic, A\ person living at Hyden
Rock, under the Government’s proposal, will
have to ealech that slow miscrable train to
Lake Grace, and travel thenee to Perth.
He will be two or three days on the road.
The result will be to forece Karlgarin people
to use motor cars, and the railways will lose
n considerable amount of passenger traffie.
It would he impossible for those people fo
spend so much time in travelling on a slow,
roundabont railway. I may be asked what
alternative I can put up. Tt is to build a
line straight out from Kondinin to Hyden
Rock. Construction might stop there for
a time, and then could be continned in the
form of a spur line out Jrom Lake Graec

{ASSEMBLY.)

within 25 miles of Kondinin, so saving 125
miles of traunsport. Under those conditiouns
the cost to the Govermment would be con-
siderubly less. I have fought for the route
I propose during a great many years, and
bave attended many deputations on the sub-
ject, and have obtained—I will not say
promises but much enecouragement. At the
last moment I find that it is proposed to
Luild the line from Lake Grace. The Biil
wus supposed to be introdueed last year,
but for some unaccountable reason it has
been held over until now. We know that
a1 majority of the advisory board reported
in favour of this route, but it was not a
unanimous decision.

Mr. Corboy: It was originally.

Mr, BROWN: I do not know about that.

Mr. Corboy: One of the three twisted
afterwards.

Mr, BROWN : One of the three con-
sidered that this rouie was in the best in-
terests of the State. It is for that reason
that T am fighting for the route 1 advoeate.

"My, Corboy: Do you say that the majoriry
said that the line should go into Kondinin?

Mr, BROWN: No, the other way ahout.
Because it was mot a unanimous decision,
I am justified in my argument, which I
advance in the best interests of Western
Australia.  Tf it had been g unanimous de-
cision on the part of the Railway Advisory
Bouard, my attitude wounld be a wrong one.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: The opinion now is
unaninous.

Mr. BROWN: 1 am not aware of that. I
think that decision still stands, and there
was only a majority of two out of three.

Mr. Corboy: No.

AMr. BROWN: That opinion was in
fuvour of the line heing built from Kon-
dinin,

Mr, Corhoy: There are but three members
on the Railway Advisory Board, and the
opinion was two to one in favour of the
proposed route.

Mr. "BROWNXN: The surprising thing to
me is the attitude of the people of Kulin
whd holfd that the line showld go from this
eentre. T am at a loss to nunderstand that.
¢ NIr. Corhoy: You go there, and you will
appreciate their attitude,

Mr. BROWN: T cannot understand it.

Mr. Corboy: The Kulin people are not
selfish like the Kondinin people.

Mr. BROWN : It seems to me a little bit
of jealousy on the part of Kulin, because
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Kondinin is the newer and Inrger town. 1
am not fighting for Kondinin; I think
nothing of Kondinin. 1 am merely fighting
in Lthe inlerests of my eleclorale, and there
is not voe of Lthe people who has not asked
me to see that the line gues from Kondinin.
‘What would 1 be il’ 1 zat down and allowed
the line to go through without saying a
word ! What sort of a man would T he?
Would I be tit to represent the people of
my electorate? [n my opinion this will be
a calamity, hecaunse L regard it as a nak-
ienal project, and a work that I have been
fighting for will be held up for many vears
if the Bill goes through. T.ook at the con-
gestion that exists in Perth! T would like
to ask members if they would he prepared
to support a line from Brookton to Arma-
dale, unless it was connected up with the
eastern portions of the State. Certainly
they would net agree to any such proposi-
tion! 1t would not be possible to make
that line pay unless it were eonnected up
with the eastern parts of the State. The
Minister admitted that, and said that, in
the end the line would have to be taken
right through. The line T have been sug-
mesting would serve a greater number of
people and would be much shorter. There
is also the line between Kondinin and Cor-
rigin and on to Brookton, and that line
will have to be duplicated or re-graded in
the near futare. Would the Minister say
it was a fair thing to ask settlers to cart
an additional 80 miles simply beeause the
line ought to be re-graded? A line con-
strueted out from Corrigin would present
no engineering difficulties and it would
bring the people there 150 miles nearer to
the metropolis than if they had to go all
the wav round via Lake Grace. The great-
est fear I have is in regard to passenger
traffic. 'Would any man use the railway for
the purpese of sending his womenfolk and
children down to Perth, particularly in the
hot suinmer months, seeing that he would
be within a few hours journey of the met-
ropolis by motor. T believe that the Fre-
mantle members, who are not prejudiced in
any way, will give me their support in this
proposition because they must realise that
Fremantle is the natural port for this dis-
trict. T have no objection to a railway
going to Albany or to Bunbury, but let us
give each distriet that whieh is its just due.
Let ns pass railways that will be in the
best interests of the State, I still wain-
tain that this line is a national one, and
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it will be one of the greatest_calamities in
our history if we do not build a line
through from KEsperance to Fremantle. 1
have a map that has been drewn to scale
and any hon. member who wishes to inspect
it can see the distances from the different
centres, and le will be able to appreciate
what 1. have been urging. In the Karl-
garin distriet the settlers are in the habit
of eoming to Perih not more than once a
vear. It is certain that they will not go
down by rail, nor would we expeet them to
do so in view ol whal | have pointed out.
Then again, Kondinin has a reecognised
water supply which was provided because
it was expected that it would become an
bmportant railway juncgion. It is possible
that that advantage will be lost {o the town.
I do not know that I need say any more
heyond to enter a most vigorous protest
against the proposition, because T do not
think il is in the best interesis oi Western
Australia that the line should go from
l.ake (irace.

MR. CORBOY ({Yilgarn) [8.8]: At first
T was at a loss to understand the attitude
of the member for Pingelly (My., Brown)
hut towards the eonelusion of his remarks
[ learnt that he was prepared to damn the
State so long as Kondinin prospered.

Mr. Brown: T did not say that.

Mr., CORBOY: I do not suggest that
the hon. member used those exnect words.

Mr. Latham: He would not nse them.

Mr. CORBOY : I was going to say that the
hon. member was muceh too lady-like, but
that wonld be wrong. He is too maodest Lo
use such language. On the other hand it is
true that the member for Pingelly has al-
lowed his regard for Kondinin to blind his
judgment so far as the interests of the
settlers to the east of Kendinin and Kulin.
cte., are concerned. As a matter of faet,
the hon. member found in the attitude of
the people of Kulin something to marve!
at. He could not understand the attitude
of the Kulin people, but was prepared to
advocate the ideas of the Kondinin resi-
dents, The Kulin people and those resid-
ing at other such centres are prepared to
support the Bill, and he could not under-
stand their attitnde because the line would
pot run into their towns, nor would it as-
sist in building up their trade. He asked
why the Kulin people supported the rail-
way. It is obvious that the people at that
centre, at Dudinin and elsewhere are sup-
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porting the line because the residents of
Jilakin, North-West Newdegate and at
other centres can be properly served only
by the route proposed.

Mr. Brown: I gave an alternative.

My, CORBOY: I pointed onf that this
was the only proper route to serve their
interests. Although the line is not coming
directly to their centres, they are prepared
to say to the settlers to the east. “Yes, you
will have your railway although it goes
from Lake Grace.” The residents there are
not so short-sighted as are the people of
Kondinin. They do not see in if merely
what affects their loeal trade.

Mr. Thomson: That is not fair.

Mr. CORBOY : I think so.

Mr. Brown: That is narrow-mindedness.

Mr, CORBOY : The hon. member’s speech
was  narrow-minded and parochial from
starf. to finish,

Mr. Lindsay: That is merely your infer-
pretafion.

Mr., CORBOY: The hon. member is en-
titled to place hiz own interpretation on the
speech, but that is my impression. Of course,
everyone realises that when the State is
financially able to face it, some day in the
far distant and probable future, a railway
will possibly be built from Kondinin and the
country eastward direct to Fremantle!

Mr. Brown: Then you admit it is justified?

Mr. CORBOY: At the moment I do not
say anything of the sort. On the other hand,
I claim that, in view of the finanecial position
of the State, it is not justified, because it will
be merely duplicating a serviee thal already
exists. I find it almost impossible to realise
that the hon, member sits with other mem-
bers of his party on the opposite side of the
Honse, who, as a party, say that they stand
for deceniralisation and the development of
the outer ports. They continue to impress
npon the people from time to time their
alleged desire to {ake away from the eon-
ceniration of trade at Fremantle. They want
to get it away from that artificially con-
structed harbour, in favour of the use of
some of the more natural harbours. When
an opportunity is taken, as under the provi-
siong of the Bill, to divert trade from that
artificially constructed oetopus at Fremantle
in favour of one of the other ports that
should form a natural ocuflet for the trade
from this part of the State, the hon. member
could do no more than appeal to members
representing the Fremantle area by suggest-
ing that they were unprejudiced.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Sleeman : Do you suggest that the
trade should be diverted to the natural har-
bour at Ravensthorpe?

Mr. CORBOY: No, the hon. member is
entircly unjustified in his interjeection, be-
cause I have at no time advocated harbour
works at Ravensthorpe.

Mr. Sleeman: You had a lot to say about
nn artificial harbour at Fremantle.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber tnust address the Chair.

Mr. CORBOY: Everyone knows that I
have nol at any time advoeated the expendi-
ture of a single penny upon the construction
of a harbour at Ravensthorpe or at Hope-
toun. On the other hand, I c¢laim that such
harbours as those at Esperance, Bunbary
and Albany should rveceive the proper
volume of trade from the districts they
serve, although those ports are not within
a hundred miles of my electorate. It is abso-
lute rubbish for the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Sleeman) lo say that 1 would be so
stupid as to advocate the construetion of
another artificial harbour at Hopetoun, simi-
lar to the one the hon. member has at Fre-
mantle! I am grateful to the Government
for at this long last, introducing a Bill to
provide the Karlgarin settlers with railway
facilities. The people have been there for
over five yvears, while the settlers at Jilakin
and Dudinin have been in their districts for
12 or 13 years. They have been earting their
produce over great distances to the railhead.
The titne when railway facilities should have
been provided for them has long passed and
1 am glad that the Government have at last
seen fit to anthorise the necessary railway.
I am glad, also, that the Government have
seen fit to accept the advice of the Railway
Advisory Board. 1 am not concerned where
the Karigarin railway goes from, so long as
it is constructed, and therefore I am glad
that the advice of the Railway Advisory
Board has been aceepted by the Government.
I think the board would have been put in an
untenable position had the Government
adopled any scheme other than the one re-
commended by the board. The member for
Pingelly (Mr, Brown) spoke in an airy way
ahout the very few miles—as a matter of
fact it would mean a great number of mues
—of line required to link up Karlgarin
directly with Fremantle. T hope the hon.
metber is not deluded into thinking tlrat
that railway could be bnilt at the same cost
per mile as that for which we throw down a
light line in the country districts,
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Mr. Brown:
line, do you!?

Mr. COKBOY: uite so, but does the
Lion. meinber renlise the cost of such a ruil-
way? 1 am informed on the best aunthority
that it would cost £43,000 to £30,000 per
mile to put a railway through the ranges.

Mr. Brown: Rot!

Mr. CORBOY: | am ionformed from re-
liable sourees that men competent to esti-
mate the cust put it at that figure. Ior
every nile of vallway through the ranyges,
we could build more than 10 miles of rail-
wiay in the country districts, or 16 (o 18
miles if 45-1. rails were used. 1 hope the
House will not only pass the Bill, but will
expeditc its passage. The settlers in the
area (o be served have carried on for many
years.  Last year [ wunderstand they sent
away a quarter of a wmillion bags of
wheat and had to cart it an average of 36
milex to raill  Anyone whe knows anything
abount wheaterowing vealises the impossibility
of that position. The settlers cannot continue
to ecart such long distances, and I think it is
the duty of the Honse to provide them with
railway facilities as early as possible. Con-
sequently 1 appeal to all members to expe-
dite the passage of the Bill. With the mem-
ber for Pingelly we may regret the fact that
Kondinin lhas been left out, but because
Kondinin has been left out is no adequate
reason  for saying to the Karlgarin
settlers that they must walt even an-
other 12 months before they can
zet a rpailway. 1t is the duty of the
House to authorise railway facilities for
them as soon as possible. The Premier gave
the Karlearin people an assurance two years
ago that he would put the railway through.
The Leader of the Opposition said the pro-
mise was made just before an election and
that it would he heard of again just before
the next eleetion. Tt was most ungenerous
and most unlike the Leader of the Oppesi-
tion to say snch a thing. He knew quite
well that the Bill was prepared two or three
years age and was cven brought {o the
House.

Mr. Lindsay: It was mentioned in the
Governor's Speech.

AMr, CORBOY : Yes, and was dropped only
beeanse of the recommendation of fhe
Engineer-in-Chief, I think it most unworthy
of the Leader of the Opposition to sugezest
that this line would be heard of only ni
election time. At any rate, if this House
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gives the authority tor its construction, l
believe it will not be necessary for the
Leader of the Upposition, even if he occu-
pies the Treasury bench after the next
election, t build it. Tt will have been built
atready.

Mr. Thowsou: Then you are an optimist.

Mr. CORBOY: I ain as optimistic as is
the Leader of the Opposition. I hope the
House will not piace any obstacle whatever
in the way of the early completion of the
line wudd the provision of railway faeilities
for the settlers enst of Knlin, Jilakin aml
Koudinin.

MRE. DONEY {Williams-Narrogin}
[819]: My svinpathics are with the hon.
menther fur Pingelly, iy neighbour, but my
support will gwo wholly to the Bill as it
stands. 1 think it is quite the right and
£air thing to rerard this matter from the
point of view of the people most coneerned,
namely, the settlers, No other decision could
well have been come to, in view of the pro-
mises made by the Premier to the people
ot Jilakin and Karlgarin and the complete-
ness of the enze afforded by cireumstances
in the Jilakin and Karlgarin areas. Tt is
senerally conerded that there is no question
whatever as to the super-cxcellence of the
Yand in the arcas to he traversed by the new
railway. That land, T know from personal
ohservation, is of proven high productivity.
There is no question as to the isolation of the
people or the economic benefits to he con-
ferred upon the State when this partieular
piere of territory is tapped, as it is one of
the richest opened up by the State in the
last 1¢ vears. [ have been frequently struck
hy the paticnee of the people out there, by
their industry and their enterprise. The
decigzion of the Premier to bring down this
Bill means for the people in the areas I
have mentioned just about the happiest
Christmas and most promising New Year
they have had since thew have been on the
land. This i no politieal railway: it is what
T ¢all a rommonsense railway, one for the
henefit of the State and not for the benefit
of anyv one electorate or of one or twn
politicians.  The chosen route, as we well
know. is not the resnlt of anv lpgrolling
schemes, but has heen determined by the Ad-
visory Board, consisting of men selected for
their economic wisdom. their practieal farm-
ing knowledze, their praetical survey know-
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ledge and their practical railway knowledge.
I cannot see why we should seek to upset
their finding, particularly when the job of
recommending a route was handed over lo
then. They were quite uninfluenced, so I
imagine, by any political considerations. On
the Advisory Board and on the committce
appointed to inquire into the merits of the
Stileman scheme, there was practically a
unanimity of opinion as to the route. 1 un-
derstand there was just one dissentient. Any-
how, if those gentlemen did nothing else,
they succceded in taking this question of
the route right away from the arena of
party loeal politics, Judging  from
the points of view of Pingelly and
Willinms-Narrogin, it ean be veadily under-
stood that he route has several faults, hut
judging fromn the point of view of the Siate,
which is the correct one, it just about passes
any test to which it may be subjected. The
route advoeated by my friend the member
for Pingelly, would open up some 500,000
acres; the route from IKulin, which at one
time was advocated by the former member
for Williams-Narrogin, would open up some
600,000 acres, but the route which has been
named by the Advisory DBoard would open
up some 750,000 acres of cutirely new land
and bring it within the scope of what I may
call a safe railway limit. I am sure that
from the point of view of the Commissioner
of Railways, it will he a very profitable
railway to the State. I hope that the Bill
as it standz will meet with the unanimous
acceptance of the House, so that the Pre-
miet may have no doubt whatever about
the wisdom of financving its construction
without delay. If the question arises, as [
suppose it will, whether 451, or GOlb, rails
are the better, { consider that the heavier
rails should be used. If we have any confi-
dence at all in the future of our State, we
should build as solidly and as permanently
as possible. If that ideal is kept in mind,
there is no doubt that the heavier material
will be used.

MR. LATHAM (York) [825]: I am
very glad that the Government have at last
brought down this Bill fo assist the settlers
of Karlgarin. They have been out there ro
long that they are on the verge of despair
about railway facilities,

Mr. J. H. Smith: How long have they
been there?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LATHAM: Close on cight years.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They have not heen
there 80 years.

Me, LATHAM: I presume the hon. mem-
Ler does not quite understand what un im-
possible task it is to try ro grow wheat pro-
fitably at a distance of 35 to 40 wiles from
a railway.  Some of the scttlers ave even 5t
niiles fronm a 1ailway.

Mr, J. H. Smith: The country will not
live on wheat,

Mr. LATHAM: The country does not
actually live on wheat, but a fremendous
amount of the revenne From the wheat in-
dustry helps to develop other parts of the
State.  While I have no. ohjection to the
member for Nelson getting railways for his
distriet, T should like to sve other people in
wreater need of railways get theirs first,

Mr. J. Y. Smith: Is not all this a faree?

Me, LATHADM: 1 do not know that it is.
| agree that many other railways already
anthorised have not been constructed, bLut
[ appeal to the Government to construet
this line early for the bencfit of the Kaxl-
garin settlers. With another year such us
they have expericnced during the last three
or four yeurs, it will be impossihle for them
to remain on their holdings., They are load-
ing up their properties with debt, and the
Government cventually will either have to
write it down or the settlers will have to
wulk off their holdings with nothing. I am
anxious to know what the Minister pro-
poses regarding the country lying north
of the proposed line. T sincerely hope that,
when the survey goes through to the end
of the route shown on the plan, it will be
continued so that the people will have some
ilea where the terminus will be and will
know whether it is to junction at Sonthern
Gross, or whether it is to link up with the
system at Salmon Guns. Judging from the
plan, it scems that the new line will even-
tually run into Salmon Gums.

The Minister for Railways: Wo, it will go
on. The exact route has not vel been deter-
mined.

Mr. J, H, Smith: You must be very bold
if you take it on to Southern Cross after
this year’s experience.

The Minister for Railways:
last year?

Mr. LATHAM: We should maintain the
distanece between railways as nearly as pos-
sihle at 25 miles, all things being equal, and

What about
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1 hope the Government will see fit to author-
ise ithe survey of the line to the terminal
point. I am glad that the Warlzarin set-
tlers ave alwoui to get their railway, and |
hope that during the winter months some of
the construction work will be put in band.
It is & big problem for people whe have
been out there eight or nine years to eart
leng distances to a railway., [ am not
greatly  concerned about the voute of the
railway. 1 sympathise with the member for
Pingelly, but ai the same time we have to
hear in mind that the country lying between
Karlgarin and the Lake Grace avea has also
to be served by railway. There are scttlers
#5 miles east of Kulin, and unless we rtun
out spur lines it will be impossible to serve
them. I believe the cheapest way fo serve
that area will be to run out the railway as
sugrested,

Mr. Griffiths: You said you hope it wiil
he started during the coming winter.

Mr. LATHAM: T do.

Mr. Griffiths: I hope some of the £35,000
will be spent on the Yarramony railway.

Mr., LATHAM: The Yarramony people
are not so unfortunately situated.

My, Griftiths: They have waited a long
time,

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and there bas been
a breach of faith as regards those setflers.
Parliament has already authorised the econ-
struetion of a railway to serve the Yarra-
mony distriet,

Mr. Davy: Do youn consider that this line
should be built first?

Mr. LATHAM: XNo, but the farthest set-
tler there is 16 miles from a railway.

AMr. Griffiths: Yo, 22 miles.

Hon. G. Taylor: Twenty-two or 24 miles.

Mr. LATHAM: T say 16 miles from a
railway; it mnay be more from a siding.

Mr. Davy: Ought not the railways to be
construeted in the order in which they are
authorised ?

Mr. LATHAM: I am not going io sav
that. 1f we adopted that poliev-1 «in
cerely hope it will not be adopted—a lot o/
the money being invested in opening up
new areas to-day may as well be thrown into
the Swan River, beecause it will veturn ws
nothing at all. It is a breach of faitk in
the case of the Yarramony people. I wani
{0 see that the moneyv available is spent in
wiving the greatest relief to the pgreates:
number.
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Mr. Angelo: Will not their line be of
the 4€t. Blzin. gouge?

Mr. LATUAM: Perhaps the hon, mem-
ber may out of his resourcefulness be able
lo persuade the Commonwealth Government
{0 build & trans-Ausiralian line down therc.
1 am not suve that the State Governmen.
would raise any objection if they did. 1
am  partienlarly coneernmed about these
people because they have been wailing eight
veurs for a railway, and bave been asked
to earry on an industry which must be un-
profitable to them in their present position.

MR. A. WANSBROUGH (Albany)
{8.30]: 1 support the Rill for the eon
struction of this line, which iz long over
due. The sefilers have been waiting for it
for 10 years, and have been carting their
produce for 3¢ or 40 miles. T wish to re-
view some of the statements made by the
member for Pingelly. The Government ars
doing all that is possible in the way of rail-
way consiruction. T regret, however, thar
ne provision is made for the coutinuation
of the line south of Lake Graee, through the
Majenta, Needilup and Salt River distriets
to the natural port of Albany. The mem-
her for Pingelly said that the natural port
was Fremantle, but there he is wrong.

Aly. Davy: What about splitting the dif-
ference and making it Bunbury?

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: 1 will give
figures showing the distanee as the crow
flies and the milenge hy the presenl railway
system. The distance froin Lake Grace to
Albany as the crow flies is 140 miles, whilst
Fremantle is 225 miles, Bunbury 198 mile,
and Esperance 227 miles. As the crow flies,
therefore, Albany is the natural port. Ac-
cording to the statistician’s retarns for tha
vear 1927-28 the average yield in the dis-
triet, 16.9 bushels, ranks fourth in the
Btate’s yield. Tn this area under e.p. con-
ditions 1,408,413 acres have been acquired:
cleared and under cultivation the area 33
HIRAEN2 acres. under crop there are 203.223%
aerest  fhe wheal produced  amounts o
1,730,003 bushels: the oats produesd 209.-
793 bushels: the hay produced 15,009 tons-
butter 283,051 lbs.; wool 1,681,867 lbs.;
horses 3,915, catlle 4,208, sheep 223,218, andd
pizs 2,077 were carried during that period,
And yet the hon. member wants all thes-
thinrs to go to Fremantle. T venture i)
ray that 50 per cent, of the produce is
grown outside a 20-mile vadiue of the pre-
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sent railway, and much of it has to be carted
from 30 to 40 miles. Within the area there
is a large amount of land awsaiting aliena.
tion, and capable of producing much wealth.
The climate is good and the average raiua-
fall is 16 inches. I appeal to the Minister
to give the earliest possible consideratio.
to the settlers south of Lake Grace. 1 am
opposed to the diversion of frade other than
to its natural port. The construction o
another 11¢ miles of line will link Aibanv
up with this district. Not only would
this benefit Albapy, but would be of
distinet benefit to the settlers by reason of
the greater case with which they could ob-
tain their superphosphates awd  general
farming magerial. 1 support the Bill.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [8.35]: A small
portion of this railway will traverse my
clectorate. It will be within the recollec-
tion of members that many vears ago, after
the survey of certain lines anthorised to he
construeted, and after the pegs had been
put in and the work eommenced, the Gov-
ernment of the day, thrvough politieal in-
fluence, altered the routes of the railways.
Parlinment, in order to stop that, created
the Railway Advisory Board. Sinee then
T do not recall one recommendation of that
board that has been altered by the Govern-
ment. I hope the day is far distant when
we shall have a repetition of that which
happened 20 vears ago. I remember a de-
putation waiting on the Premier about this
partienlar line. The Premier said he would
much rather the deputation had waited
upon the Railway Advisory Board, as the
Giovernment preferred to receive recom-
mendations from the responsible officers ap-
pointed by Parliament. The deputation
waited upon the hoard in the office of the
chairman, Mr. Camm. There were at least
a dozen speakers, who came from the area
lving easi of Kondinin, Kulin and Jilakin.
Each assured the board that the route which
would serve the best was one going
through Take Grace. The chairman of the
board said they had already decided upon
that route, but that the Government had
appointed a committee to consider a scheme
put forward by Mr. Stileman to run a line
from Albany through the hills and on to
Esperance. The chairman of the board
said that part of this land would not pro-
duce an extra bag of wheat, but would cost
a large sum of money. e also said that
the majority of the committee appointed

[ASSEMBLY.]

by the Government to consider that scheme
maintained that the line should go from
Lake Grace to Karlgarin, That is sufficient
evidenice to prove the justiication for the
Bill now before us. YFamilies have been
waiting for many years for this railway
in the hope that justice would be done to
them, and many Governments have prom-
ised that it would be given to them. Ng
arguments have been put forward justify-
ing any mewmber in voting against the meas-
ure.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [8.40]): Tti1s
right that L should veply to certain re-
marks that have been made by the member
for Pingelly (Mr. Brown). It is all right
ro say that a certain area is justified in
sending its produce to a certain port, pro-
vided we are in the position to construct
new railways to that port. From the map
i=sued by the Commissioner of Railways it
would seem that all lines lead to Bunbury,
and that they are all practically following
a direet route to that port. To construet
G0 miles of railway fron Brookton to
Armadale would mean a heavy burden of
capitalisation upon the railways, over and
above that which they are now earrying on
the present system.

Mr. Brown: There ave 261% miles that
must be constructed.

Mr. WITHERS: 1 do not know that its
construction will be justificd hecause of the
country it will pass through.

Mr. Brown: Then why authorise it?

HHon. G, Taylor: Before an election many
things are done. -

Mr. WITHERS: The Boyup-Cranbrook
line and others were passed some time age.
T do not know whether they will be built,
or whether we should be justified in con-
structing them before the line now under
review. I am not jealous of Albany, but
T do not like to hear Country Party mem-
bers advocating centralisation, and the con-
restion of the central port to the detriment
of the natural trade of the outer ports. It
has been stated that the timber comes from
the metropolitan area to supply these peo-
ple. Most of the timber is grown in the
South-West, from which centre it would be
nearer to these settlers than Perth is. Tt
was alse stated that Bunbury is only a
little town. If we are to be dependent npon
some people for the development of our
ports, they will always be small towns.
Galvanised iron has been referred to and
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it has been stated that Fremantle enjoys
a monopely for the distribution of that
commodity. 1€ we had direet imports te
Bunbury it could be distributed in many
parts of the State cheaper than it can come
from Fremantle. These things are not taken
into consideration. I am afraid members
display a little parochialism. There mav
be a little on wy part.

Mr. Thomson:
picion of 'it,

My, WITHERS: If we are not a little
parochial and try to look after the in-
tevests of nur own clectorates. no one els»
may he inclined 1o do so. Then there is
the question of superphosphate works at
Bunbury, whenee that commudity eould b
railed to the sonthern parts of the State.
1 hope this will be a guiding faetor in in-
ftuencing the company eoncerited to con-
struet works at that port.

Mr, Thomson: I do not think the mem-
ber for Albany will be in accord with you.

Mr. WITHERS: The company have
wade certain arrangements. Mr. Stileman,
however, put forward a proposal for a
district route from Esperance through
Salmon Gums to Fremantle, and this caused
the company to reconsider the iden of
constructing  works at Bunbury. They
are still holding back their decision on
that aceount. I do not favour schemes
of, T will not say jerry-mandering, but
tiddley-winking: and a considernble num-
ber of railways have been authorised just
to suit the oeceusion. No definite proposal
as to railway construction was brought
down in the early stages of Western Aus-
tralia’s development. However, there are
exenses for that. The State has been mak-
ing haste slowly, feeling its way, and build-
ing railways aceording to immediate neces-
sity. As the lines went ont, the settlers
went out too. There is not much to com-
plain of on tbat score. I hope that not
too much notive will he taken of what the
member for Pingelly (Mr. Brown) said
aboui the Bill. His view is that the linn
should be taken from Kondinin through
Narrogin and Wagin. In that ease Bun-
bury would still be the nearest port. Thu-
the hon. member has no argument for the
alteration of the Bill except on the score or
expense, and that is an argument which T
do not consider sound. T have much
pleasure in supperting the Bill.

There is a slight sus-
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MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [8.47] : It
i= not nice to utter a discordant note on
railway construction, but I must oppose the
second reading of the Bill. The Govern-
ment’s duty is fo baild railways where they
are absolutely needed. From what has ap-
peaved in the Press reccatly, it seems rather
serions for the (iovernment to contemplate:
the construction of railways furiher and
further afield in the wheat belt. Having
reached Lake Grace, they go on to Salmon
Gums: and now we have the spectacle of
the Agricaltural Bank tronstees anmonncinge
to the peaple and the Government that thes
refnse to rant advanees onut bevond Salmon
Gums.  They «ay it is not a business peo
position.  They have lo earrv the haby.
The V.eader of the Opposition glosses ove-
that anmouncement, and says that in six ov
wight vears’ time that country may perhaps
be a grazing proposition. The Premier
turns round and says, “We are not takine
too much heed of the advice of the Agricnl-
tural Bank trustees. We do not propoze to
wo as far afleld as they suppose. The
prople already settled there who are not
meeting their obligations will he carried
over for a few vears.” This infernal wheat!
Wheat scems to be an obsession with mem
bers on the eros; benches, They cannor
think of anything but wheat. What is
ooing to happen at Sonthern Cross and 1.
Yilzarn? There is £alk of what will ocenr
with regard to grazing propositions. D»
the Government realise fhat whilst those
distriets can feed one head of stock, the
Sonth-West can feed ten? The South-West
15 in a safe rainfall area. There is no neei
for the Minister for Aprienltural Water
Supplies to scratch his bead and wonder
where he is to get water for the Sounth-West.
We have a rainfall of 30 inches right
through the South-West. We have provea
that the Seuth-West ean carry four head of
sheep to the acre all the vear round. Vel
not one member of the Country Pariv
stands up to claim equal development for
all sections of the country and to demant
the constructien of railways in the South-
West.

Mr. Latham: e have alweys approved
of them.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: AN that those hon.
members ean see is the port of Fremantle,
though there is an abhreviated remark from
the member for Albany (Mr. A. Wans-
brough), “Tt may bring & liitle more freight
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to Albany.” The Premier has been through
our district, and no one knows it better
than the hon. gentleman. The South-West
can feed 95 per cent, of the people in West.
ern Anstralia. We do not live on wheat
alone. If Western Australia were isolatel
to-morrow, its people would have to turn
to the South-West. ANl we need from out
side is tea. As we know, tea is the national
beverage. We do not require sugar frow
abroad, becaunse the South-West can grow
sugar beet: and if one may turn for a
moment to a viee, it can also grow tobaecco.
Shonld salt be neceded, it can be got from
the salt lukes in the wheat belf, and so we
shall be ahle to put it on our mutton and
beef.

Mr. Latham:
use, then.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, for the cheapes:
ecommodity in the market. Wheat will no:
get us anywhere. There is mmeh talk
about the wonderful export trade in wheat.
but I want the Government to realise their
obligations. Before they put another rail-
way Act on the statute-book, let them fulfil
their promises. Here is the deputy Leader
of the Country Party, who was ai one time
deputy Teader of our party, saying that
these people have heen waiting for railway
commuaication for eicht years.

Mr. Latham: Yon were onee
Labour Party.

Mr. J. H. 8MITH: I was not in the
Labour Party when I entered Parliament.
In a weak moment perhaps I may have
joined—

Mr. Panton: Tn a weaker wmoment th:
Lahour Party put youn out.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am a member of
the great United Party of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
ber will address the Chair.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The member for
York (Mr. Latham) says that some of these
prople have heen waiting eight years for a
railway. Toes nnt the hon. menther realise
thal we of the South-West are now in the
fourth and fifth generation of waiting for
railway communication, that we have been
waiting 80 years for a railway? That is
ten times eight years. Why is not the House
sincere? YWhy do nof hon. members acknow-
ledge that the wealth of this country is eom-
ing from the South-West?

Mr. Ferguson: Jsit?

The wheat helt is of som:

in  the

The hon. mem-
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of gourse it is. It
is not coming from the vineyards in the
Swan. Why do not members realise the im-
poertance of the daivying industry in the
South-West, while Western Australia is send-
ing out willions of pounds anuually for
dairy products? Group settlement has been
under wal-administration for the past five
years, aud has become an absolute tragedy.
Nut one additional group lhas beent estab-
Hshed during that period.

Mr. Wilson: Thank God.

Mr. ). H, SMITH: The houn. member in-
terjects that hecause he believes that under
the redistribution of seats he will he wiped
out by the group settlers. Eventually the
House will thank God that the group settle-
ments have heen established. It meanz the
opening up and development of the South-
West, and will be the saving of Western
Australia,  Why are not the Government
sineere?  There have been deputations en
the subject of railway construetion in the
South-West waiting on the Premier, who
was astonished by the strides we had made
‘Where a few years ago we were earrying
a sheep fo the acre, or a sheep to two acres,
to-day we carry four, five and six.

Mr. Clydesdale: Where?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Right from Pinjarra
southward. The hon. member has not
travelled ouiside Canning and Goodwood.
Why does he notf travel thorngh the South-
West?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not deal with the duties of other
members. He must deal with the railway.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I oppose this line
on the ground that it is the bounden duty of
the Government to fulfil their promises and
to build railways authorised by this Cham-
ber, especially hefore proposing other lines
which are not in a safe zone. It would be
suicidal to commit Western Australia to the
building of more railways in the wheat belt.
The Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway, which
has heen approved hy the Railways Advis-
ory Bouard and the Migration Commission, is
there to he built, and the money is available
for it. We have been told thai the unalien-
ated lands to he served by that line will
carry 2,500 settlers, and yet the railway is
not built. Tnsincerely, the Government bring
forward another railway proposal as a vote-
catching move, or perhaps to save the face
of the memher for Yilgarn (Mr. Corhoy).

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: Perhaps it is for that
purpose they have introduced this Bill for
a railway to Karlgarin. There is no sin-
ceiiia abuut the proposal. Wiy do not the
Government fulfil their promises and build
ratlways in safe zones? I refer especially
to a railway for which the settlers have
waited for 80 years, through three or four
generations. .

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.57]:
To some extent I sympathise with the pre-
vious speaker in his advocacy of the Boyup
Brook-Cranbrook railway. T understand
that earlier in the session the hon. member
was good cnough to =ay that | had suddenly
shown an duterest in the South-West, for
what reazon he wa- wot sure. T wish {o
iiform hin that the railway in question
passes throngh part of my distriet.

Mr. 1, H, Smith: About half a mile of it.

My, THOMSON : Thai is like some other
statements made by the hon. member, not
VErYy generous.

Mr. A Wanshrough: Tt is pretty wide
of the mark.

Mr. THOMSON: One can sympathise
with the member for Nelson in his disap-
+ pointment at not securing a railway in which
he and others of us atre keenly interested.
But when he goes out of his way to attack
members on the ecross benches, saying that
we are not fully alive to our respensibilities,
he is not quite playing the game,

Mr. J. H. Smith: I say it advisedly and
truthfully.

Mr. THOMSON: You say it advisedly,
but not truthfully.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not know of any
railway submitted to this Chamber on the
recommendation of the Railways Advisory
Board that has not had the approval of
members, and I sincerely hope ihat that
will always be the ease. From remarks
made hy various speakers to-might, it ap-
pears that some -are interested in one port
and some in another. One ean imagine the
position the House would be faced with if
there were not an independent hoard to
suggest routes. I have much sympathy for
the member for Pingelly {Mr. Brown). That
hon. member was aecused by the member for
Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy} of heing parochial
and small-minded. If it were possible, I
would like the member for Yilgarn to be
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placed in exactly the same peosition as the
member for Pingelly is in at present. This
railway was submitted to the House for ap-
provai, and the Biil was withdrawn because
a cowmprehensive railway scheme was to be
submitted by Mr. Stileman for the consid-
eration of Parliament. That comprehensive
scheme meant the laying-down of a definite
policy for trunk imes. One can quite un-
derstand the feelings of the member for
Pingelly as to the position he is placed in
with regard to bis constituents. Bui those
constituents at Wondinin or in the area he-
tween there amd Karvlgarin and even tarther
on are justified, in view ot the fact that
their railway had been withdrawn, in look-
ing forward to the construction of a line
in the direction suggested by the member
for Pingelly (Mr, Brown}. T do not sup-
port ithe attitude of that hon. member but
shall support the Bill; still T think other hon.
members shonld  appreciate  the attitude
adopted by him. T hope it will never be-
come the practice of this House to oppose
a recommendation made by the Railway Ad-
visory Board. T hope the Government will
procecd with the eonsiruction of the rail-
way referred to in the Bill, and also with
that of other railways alrcady authorised.
I trust the construetion will be undertaken
as speedily as possible. It is deplorable that
at this time of the year the House should
be beseiged by the uncmployed, The Gov-
ernment should face the position by en-
deavouring to provide work on railways
to be constructed in various parts of the
eountry. Ko my opinion, if some of the
men who are looking faor work were to
Zo into the country districts, they would find
employment on the farms., The seftlers are
busy with harvesting operations, and there
is an opportunity to provide work. In
the past many of us have gone through the
experience and have fravelled through the
country areas rvather than be content to
remain in the eity waiting for something to
turn up. 1 hope the Government will be able
to give this matter their careful considera-
tion and to proceed with the railways al-
ready aunthorised, so as to make work avail-
able to those whe are seeking it. I hope
that the railways will be constructed, as far
as possible, in the order of their authorisa-
tion. The method suggesied by the member
for Nelson {Mr. J. H. Smith) should not be
adopted by this Chamber. We should not
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place -the wheat-belt against the South-
West, or the South-West against the wheat
belt. We have a duty to the State as a
whole to see that the districts are opened up
and developed so that the best use may be
made of the land. Iu those new areas, it is
essontial to provide railway tacilities so that
the development may proceed apace. That
can be done only by providing the settlers
with reasonable transport faecilities.  That
applies to the South-West as well. 1 want
to assnre the member for Nelson that my
vote will always be cast in the interests of
railway construction because my electors are
equally desirous with him that the line he
has advocated shall be constructed as early
as possible. I support the second reading
of the Bill.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes - - . 32
Noes - e .. 4
Majority for 28
ATEHS,
Mr. Angelo Mr, Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr. Millington
Mr. Clydesdale Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Corboy Mr, Muasle
Mr. Coverley Mr. Norib
Mr. Cowan Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunningham Mr, Rowe
Mr. Dooey Mr, Sampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Sleeman
Mr, Griffiths Mr. J. M. Smlth
Mr. Kenhnedy Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Lambert Mr. Thomson
Mr. Lamand Mr, A, Wansbrough
Mr. Latham Mr. Wlllcock
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Withers
Mr. Lutey Mr, Wileon
(Telier.)
NOES.
Mr, Brown N Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Tarlor Mr, J. H. 8mith
i (Teller.)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

HOUSE COMMITTEE.

Resignation of Member,

THE SPBAKER [9.10]: T have received
the following letter from the member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson), who is the
Leader of the Country Party—

On the 14th of October I submitted for the
consideration of the Premier a letter, a copy
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of which is attached. Probably I made a mis-
take in submitting my resignation to him, and
now take the opportunity of submitting it to
vou.  As the Country Party representative on
the House Committee, 1 tender my resignation
in view of the fact that I have s¢ much to de.
1 felt that T was unulile to carry ont my duties
with satistaction to myself upon the Commit-
tee. I would be pleased if you would acecept
the resignation as contained in the eopy of
the letter sent fo the Premier, and trust that
the House will see fit to appoint Mr, 5. Stubbs
in my plice.

I want to point out as much for the bene-
tit of the House as for that of the hon.
member who has sent his letter to me, that
the course adopted is irregular and impos-
sible. Once a member is appointed by a
vote of the House to any Committes,
whether it be a select committee or a com-
mittee of the House, it is impossible for
him to resign. A duty is cast upon him
from which he can be relieved only by being
discharged from the performance of it by
the House itself.

Mr. Wilson: We will sack him.

The SPEAKER: To make the position
even more elear, 1 have turned up May’s
““Parliamentary Practice’’ and I find the
following on page 178 of the 10th Edition—

Attendance upan the service of Purliament
includes the obligation to fulfil the duties im-
posed upon members by the orders and regula-
tions of the House. And unless leave of ab-
sence has been obtained, a member cannot ex-
cuse himself from attending on a committee,
when his attendance, as in the case of a pri-
vate Bill committee, iz made compulsory by
standing or other orders. In 1848, Mr, Smith
O’Brien declined serving as a seclected mem-
ber of a railway committee, and the committee
of selection, not being .satisfied with his ex-
cuses, nominated him to a committee, in the
usual manner. MHe did not attend Lhe com-
mittee; his absence was reported to the House,
and he was ordered to attend the committee on
the following day. Being again absent, his ab-
gence was reported fo the House; he attended
in his place, and stated that he refused to
attend {he committce; upon which he was de-
clared guilty of a contempt, and commiited to
(ho custody of the sergeant-at-arms.

That may appear to some to he rather un-
usual, but it is a serious thing to be guilty
of any form of econtempt to this Chamber.
The proper course is for the hon. member
ov for some member to request the House—
not tn reruest me, or the Government or
the House Committee—to release him from
the obligation placed upon him.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
move—
That the member for Katanning be dis-

charged from furiher service on the House
Committee.

Question put and passed.

My, THOMSON: Shall I be in order in
moving that Mr. Stubbs be added to the
commitfee?

The SPEARKER: (enerally that is left
tuv the Leader of the House to do.

BILL—-LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Seceond Reading.
Debate resumed from the 27th November.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [9.16]: 1In
this community of Western Australia there
are two methods by which a person may be
deprived of his liberty: one is that he may
be put in gual, and the other is that he may
be confined in what we know as the Hos-
pital for the Insane. From the indiv-
idual’s point of view the result in point
nt personal liberty is very much the same,
bui where his pocket or the pockets of his
relatives are concerned, we find the posi-
tion is entirely different. The person who
has his liberty taken away from him by
being put in geol suffers that becanse he
has commiited some crime, has refused to
abide by the laws laid down for the prn-
tection of the majority of the community;
whereas the man puf into the Hospital for
Insane goes, through no fault of his own,
but becaunse he has heen afflicted by the Al-
mighty by a sickness of the mind rather
than 2z siekness of the body. One would
expect in a civilised community to find that
a person put in gaol for his own wicked-
ness would be treated rather more harshly
in respect of his property than a person
who goes into the Hospital for the Insane
heeause of the affliction that has desecended
upon him. But if we turn to a perusal of
the stalutes of Western Australia, we find
that the reverse actually obtains. The man
who goes 10 gaol has his property abso-
lutely untouched. It is there when he
comes ont. The person who goes to the
Hospital for the Insane has his propert:
taken over and confided to the tender mer-
cies of a Covernment department and
diverted, =0 long as he is in that hospital,
in order tn support him at a rate fixed arbi
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trarily by the Inspector-General of Insanc.
And if he has not any property the person
put into the Hospital for the Insane, in
addition te suffering the loss of his own
liberty and the misery of going there, has
to regard the spectacle of his relatives being
mulet in a soflicient sum to more than keep
him i that place. This measure that we
are asked to pass is a measure entirely de-
voted to elaborating and perfecting the
machinery whereby the Inspeetor-Gener+l
for Insane may get hold of the property
of an insane person and spend it in keep-
ing him; and if there is po resort to that,
he may eompel the relatives of that person
to put their hands in their pockets to main-
tain him. That is the broad prineciple i1
this Bill. It is purely a departmental Bill
and T do not, for a momeni, suppose that
the Government have given it very careful
consideration. It has been put up by the
head of the Jdepartment in order to perfect
the existing machinery. I ecannot believe
that members, if they really understood
what has gone on in the past, and what it
is proposed shall ge on under the Bill,
would give their sanction to the measurs.
First of all it proposes that in addition fn
its heing possible to make an order against
the relatives of an insane person or againsi
the property of an insane person for actual
current maintenance, it shall be possible to
make an order for those people or for the
property to pay the actual expenses of
arrest, of medical examination, and of
transport to the place of inecarceration.
Furthermore, the Bill proposes that an
order made against a relative for mainten-
ance may have reference to past matter:,
io maintenance that has accumulated over
an indefinite period of time and which they,
ihe relatives, may have to pay. Further-
more, under the existing Act, the actual eost
of maintenance is the amount that can he
recovered. The Bill proposes that if the
department say the actual cost of mainfen-
ance is so much, then that is prima facie
the real amount, and the onus is thrown on
the person sought to be charged to disprove
it. Tn the past orders have been obtained
on the basis of the actual cost being £2 2s.
per week.

The Minister for Agrieultural Wate~
Supplies: Some pay ns high as £4 4s. per
week.

Mr, DAVY: That makes my case even
stronger. The Aect savs the aefual cost of
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maintenance may be recovered. 1 believe the
standard eost, which is always put forward
as the amount to he paid, is £2 2s. per weel:.
It may be that in some cases more has heen

charged. If so, it strengthens my ease.
The Minister for Agricultural Water

Supplies: The relatives of patients make
voluntary payments up to £4 ds. per weel

Mr. DAVY: I am talking, not of volun-
tary payments, but of payments extracter
from the relatives or debited up against the
patient himself.

Mr. Withers: If thev can pay it.

Mr. Lindsay: The department will chase
you till you do.

Mr. DAVY: IF there are no relatives and
the property of the insane person iz atl
that there is to be gat at, there is no diffi-
culty about getting it, because the property
is in the hands of the official trustee; an-
although he shows himself desirous of pr»
tecting that property, it is an easy matter
to get an order from a judge making thi:
property liable. Tf we turn to the report
of the Inspeelor-General of the Tnsane for
the last year for which there i a repori
hefore us, we find the net weekly cost per
head is only £1 6s. 3d.

The Minister for Agrienltnral Water
Supplies: What do vou call weekly eost?
What does that cover?

Mr. DAVY: What does the Minister eall
the weekly cost? This 15 the roport of the
department, and the heading is “The foi-
lowing table shows the gross and net cost
of maintenance for patients during the
vear.” And £1 Gs. 3d. is ealled in this re-
port the net cost of weekly maintenance.

The Minister for Railways: Then ther:
is the cost of supervision and atlendanc-
and everything of that sort.

Mr. DAVY: Sarely the Minister is not
suggesting that in the Hospital for the In-
sane it costs £1 Gz, 3d. per head for food
alone! Surely that is nof the snggesiion, I
understand that the net cost of patients in
the Perth Hospital works out at 15s. per
head per week, covering everrthing, One
must assome that this £1 6s. 3d. covers eon-
siderably more than merely food. At any rate,
the Aet =ays it is the cost of maintenancd
that ean be recovered. T think the Minister
will agree with that. Therefore, the amount
that can be recovered, put at its highest;
shonld he this amount of £1 6s. 3d. per week.
But in the Bill hefore us the Minister in
seceking an amendment that will enable the
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mere say-so of the lnspectur Genernl for In-
smie (o prevail to recover morve than the Act
stys ¢an be recovered. For £1 6s. 3d. is the
net cost of maintenance, and it is the net
cost of maintenance which, under the Aet,
is nllowed to be recovered. L do not know
how the Minister ean justify treating people
sent mto the Hespital for Insane more
harshly than those sent into gaol. What eon-
ecivable excuse is there for it? Tn the vast
majority of instances the people sent into the
Hospital for the Insane are put their
through no fault of their own for the good
of the gencral community. There may be
instances of people being sent there whe
wounld be quite hariless to the community.
Therefore, they arve sent there for the pro-
tection of themselves. But siill, they are af-
Mlicted with this terrible misfortune, and
why should they be treated more harshly
than people put into gaol for eriminal of-
fenees? Take the person who has been put
into the Hospital for the Tnsane, who has
bheen earning a smatl living and who has
acquired a honse worth £400, £500 or £700.
The income from that hense will not be
snfficient to eover this charge of £2 25 per
week. The house falls into the hands of
the official trustee, and the official trustee
finds himself called npon to pay this £2 2s
per week, Neceszarily, in order to do so, ke
will have to turn the property into money
sanner or later, Then proceeds the process
of dissipation. [’erhaps the house realises
£400, Thus turned inlo money it will pro-
duce, =ay, G per cent. or £24 per year, or
10s. per week, So every week that property
dintinishes by something like 30s. If the
patient stays in the hospital for a few years
and then through the grace of God recovers
his sanity, when he eomes out his property
has vanished., Surely that being the state
of the law at present, we do not nced fo
add to the powers the department already
have. We do not want the department to he
able to say, in addition to the £2 2s. per
week, which is more than the cost of main-
tenance, “We want also the cost of arrest,
the enst of having him medically examined
—against his own will, to certify that he
shall go into the Hospital for the Insane—
and the cost of transporting him to that hos-
pital” T submit the Bill is one which is not
neeessary. The department already have
at least as mueh power as is good for them.
and ecannot be justified in asking us to give
them more power in order to get every penny
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they possibly can to meet the upkeep of those
poor people. It would not be so bad if each
person there had to pay the actual cost of
keeping him there. But the faet is that
those people with a little property are called
upon to make up the deficit cansed by
those that have none. That is the real rea-
son for charging £2 2s5. per week, and the
real reason why the cost of maintensnce
should be prime facie what the department
say it is. Mow could the wretched person
disprove it?

Mr., Thomson: Certainly if he is insane he
conld not do so.

Mr. DAVY: Of course not! There is an-
ofher uspeet to this question. I have al-
ready referved. to it, but I wish to claborate
upon it. The department have the right to
enll upon the relatives of a person in the
Hospital for the Insane to sapport that per-
son. I agree that it the relatives are able
to do fo they should hear the cost of their
hrother or sister or mother who is in the
hospital.

Mr. Lambert: Why s0? Do you noi
think an affliction like that ix a fair charge
on the community?

Mr, DAVY: T entirely agree with that,
but I agree also that if a person well-to-do
and in comfortable circumstances finds his
child afflicted in that way, it might be only
teasonable to ask him to bear some share of
the cost of maintaining that child in the
Hospital for the Insane.

Mr. Lambert:
propusal,

Mr. DAVY: T have come into eontact
with people who have been earning little
more than the basic wage of £4 or £5 a
week and who have had orders made against
them for the payment of £1 a week towards
the support of a relative in the Hospital
for Insane.

Mr. Lindsay:
£2 was chareed.

Mr. DAVY: T can guote a ease of which
} am personally cognisant. There were five
brothers whose mother went into that in-
stitution. Of the five only one lived in the
metropolitan area. He had a little house,
was married and had a child or two and was
battling along in a more or less comfort-
able position in a small way., His income
was perhaps between £4 10s. and £5 10s.
a week and he was in regular work. An
order was obtained against him for £1 a
week, although his brothers were working

Tt ix a most barbarouns

T know of a ease in which
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in Western Australia and most of them
were unmarried and earning good wages.
But he was the easy man to get at and he
was the man the department got at. They
took an order for £1 a week, which was a
very serious and definite hardship to the
man and his family. So far from the Gov-
ernment bringing down a Bill to tighten up
this maehinery, we should have the original
Act before us to diminish the hardship be-
ing inflicted at the present time,

Mr. Lambert: Hear, hear!

Mr. DAVY: The whole law should be
reviewed,

The Minister for Agrieultural Water
Supplics: Would you apply that principle
to the Perth Hospital or to Government-run
hospitals throughout the State?

Mr. Lawmbert: Yes.

My DAVY: There is a substantial dif-
ference between the fwo things.

The Minister for Health: There is no
difference whatever.

Mr. DAVY: T shall endeavour to show
the difference. Tn the vast majority of
cases, Juckily. people go into hospital for
a very short time.

Mr, Lindsay: TUntil they recover or die.

Mr. Sleeman: And a lot of them can-
not afford to pay.

Mr. DAVY : That is so. For that reason
the Mintster tor Health has bronght down
a measure Lo enahle the hospitals to be run
without patients having to pay anything
bevond a small eontribution. When people
go into the Flospital for the ITnsane, they,
as n vole, go there for vears, often without
any chance of ever coming out. Sometimes
ihey do come out, and just when they needl
a little bit of a helping hand, they find
what has happened io their property. It
has gone in the two guineas a week charge
and in the eost of the doctor to put them
in the institution and the cost of the taxi
cab to drive them down there,

Mr. Thom=on: And they are put info
the institution for the protection of the
public as much as for their own protection.

Mr, DAVY: Just as much so as when
a person is put into gaol.

Mr. Lambert: More so.

Mr. DAVY: T am not aceusing the Min-
ister who ha< introduced the Bill of any
lack of feeling about these things, but 1
sugeest it i< purely a departmental Bill.

Mr. Lind~ay: Hear, hear!

Mr. DAVY: Tt is very easy for a Minis-
ter to have a purely departmental Bill put
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up to him dealing with matters with which
he bas probably not come inte contaet, so
that the Bill, on the face of it, appears to be
a proper Bill. Frowm a departmental point
of view this Bill is a good measure.
It does make more drastic what to my
mind is the iniquitous system that exists
under the original Lunacy Act. I have no
doubt the official who put up this Bill to
the Minister made out a very good case
from his point of view, but I am endeavour-
ing to give the point of view of the people
against whom the Bill is directed, and [
ask the Minister to eonsider that point of
view and to consider seriously the question
of withdrawing the Bill. I also ask him be-
tween this and next session to consider the
question of going backwards on this path
rather than forwards.

MR, LINDSAY (Toodyay) [9.35]: [
agree with the member for West Perth (Mr,
Davy) that not only is this measure not
necessary, but that some revision should be
made of the existing Aet. I have had to
deal with some cases. This neasure has a
provision similar to that contained in meas-
ures with which I have recently heen dealing
as a member of select committees, a pro-
vision that places the onus on a person lo
prove his innocence. I object to any law
that seeks to deelare an individusl guiliy
before he even pgoes into court. 1 wish to
tell the House some experience I have had
of the existing Lunacy Ae¢t. One case con-
cerns the sale of a property. During the
war a neighbour of mine went away for a
fortnight’s holiday and did not return. He
was away for four years. He certainly was
not mentally strong when he went away, but
for four years ne one in the district knew
where the man was. The bank held a mort-
gage over his property and sold the pro-
perty by ovder of the eonrt, which it was
necessary to obtain during the war. From
the sale there was a surplus. One day I
was in the hotel having tea when the man
walked in the door and passed me. Two or
three days afterwards I found out where he
had heen. He had heen in the Claremont
asylom. While that man was in the institu-
tion, he must have had some lucid moments
when he could tell the officials where he had
come from and where his property was sit-
nated, hut no attempt was made during all
those vears to proftect his property. When
he came out of the institntion the officials
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cloimed the whole of the money that re-
mained to his eredit in the bank, and got it.

My, Thomson: Seandalous!

The Minister for Railways: Nothing senn-
dalous about that.

Mr. Thomsen: Surely there is!

Mr, LINDBAY: The officials claimed the
whole of the money and the man got prac-
tically nothing out of the sale of his pro-
perty.

Tlhe Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: He got the treatment,

Mr. LINDSAY: Of course he did, but be
did not ask for it. When he was missed his
brother came to Perth and did his best to
aseertain what had happened, hut was un-
alle to find any trace of him, Nobody in
the distriet koew where he was until he
came out of the institution and returned
to Wyalkatchem.  Meuanwhile the brother
had left the district and gone to Melbourne.
Another ease even more serious has come
under my nobiee. A certain farmer in my
district, one of the Yorkrakine settlers, has
hrought up 13 ehildren. Unfortunately, one
of them was not mentally sound and had fo
go to Claremont.  That man, like many
others living 20 miles from a railway, was
an Industries Assistance Board setfler for
many years, and he was still on the board
and getting his 9s, per day when he was
perseented—I emphasise persecuted—hy the
Lunaey Department. They charged bim two
guineas a week for that child and he was
threatened hy letters from the Crown Law
Department. The man himself was almost
driven to Claremont. He came to me in his
trouble and [ tried to get him some redress.
He made an agreement with the department
to pay €1 a week. Since the agreement he
has paid the £1 a week, but the department
raised a lot of bills against him on the basis
of two guineas for past treatment, notwith-
standing that he had paid the equivalent
of £1 a week from the day the hoy went
into the hospital. It is not a month sinece
I waited on the Minister, Mr. Prew, in con-
reetion with this case. The man himself
was almost mental. Had he gone on much
longer he, too, wonld have been in Clare-
mont. I asked the Minister for protection
for the man—protection against the depart-
ment who were persecuting him to get the
arrears, I say such action by the depart-
ment is neither fair nor just. I agreed that
if one is in good eirenmstances and ean pay,
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he should pay. But there is a citizen who
bad reared 13 children so persecuted by the
department that Mr, Drew can vouch that
when be weul into his office he was almost
mad. The department worried him to
pay naccounts galore. Mr, Drew gave him
fair and reasonable treatment and agreed
that he should not be harassed until there
was time to consider the case, The Min-
ister actually agreed to stop the department
{rom barassing the man until the case could
be considered. In neither of those cases did
the department act fairly. They evidently
have considerable powers under the existing
Act. That man had struggled all his life
to make a home for himself and his children.
When the cost is only £1 6s. 24, a week,
why should the department demand fwo
guineas a week for the support of a child?
I am not prepared to give any further
power to the department in view of the ex-
perience I have had while I have been a
member of Parliament.

MER. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [941]: I
think the Minister will be well advised to
withdraw the Bill. I stated by way of in-
terjection that I thought it barbarous that
the department should seek to get revenme
in respect of unfortunates who must be put
under restraint. ITf there is anything that
showldd be & charge on the general com-
munity, it 18 surely the cost of maintaining
the mentally weak. [ only wish that you,
Mr. Speaker, were in a position to deal
with this matter on the floor of the House,
becanse you could deal with it as probably
no one clse in this State could do. Knowing
the record of the Minister and his gerer-
ally sympathetic attitude, I am surprised
that he should allow departmental oficers
to put forward a Bill of this deseription.
I know of a man who for years was work-
ing on the goldfields and who had handed
to his wife every penny he earned. A good
deal of the money was put into a little pro-
perty. The wife became mentally deranged
and pot an obsession that he and all the
family were against her. Ewveuntunally she
had 1o be sent to the Claremont institution.
What happened with regard to the Lunacy
Department T need not retail here, but the
manner in which they behaved 1 consider
wiz an ontrage on our boasted eivilisation,
Snrme members hold that if people have
gnflicient. means o pav for the maintenance
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of mental deficiencies, they should pay. [
totally dissociate myself from that view. If
there is anything that should be a charge
on a community that boasts any slandard
of deeency or honour, surely it is the cost
of caring for mental deficients. I am
pleased that the member for West Perth
brought the matter forward and in such a
foreible manner, and that others have
spoken 1 a similar strain. [f the Minister
perseveres with this Bill, T only hope we
=hall be given an opportunity to review the
harsh machinery in the existing Act and see
whether we eannot get relief for those
people who have relatives near and dear
to them in the institution for whom they
cannot afford to pay. If the civilised ¢om-
munity owes a duly to these who are sick,
halt and mentally deficient, surely it is to
those who are in this institution, Their
relatives shonld not he chased by the de-
partment to pay accounts that they are not
in the position to settle.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [9453]: T
intend to oppose the Bill. The main reason
for bringing it down is to give the Govern-
ment more power to collect fees from the
relative of unfortunates who are incar-
cerated in the Claremont asylum The auth-
orities have too much power in that diree-
tion already, As previous speakers have
said, people are being harassed all over the
eountry. During the time I have been in the
Honse numerous complaints have been made
to me concerning the manner in which the
department have done their work. Some of
the eomplaints have come from persons who
could afford to pay nothing for their rela-
tives in the Claremont asyvlum. Most of
them have been on the basic wage. In 99
cases out of 100 once people get into the
asylum, they are there for the rest of their
lives. Is it to be expeeted that their reln-
tives shounld all their lives have to contri-
buie towards the maintenance of these
afflicted persons? People who are earning
only the hasic wage cannot afford to o
such a thing. The Government should make
this expendifure a charge against Consoli-
dated Revenue. T do not say that people
in gnod pesitions should not be compelled
to nay. though if they desired to do se they
could contribute something towards the eost.
Anvone who is unfortunate enough to have
a relative in the asylum has a big enough
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load to earry without being chased by the
department from one end of the country
to another. Too much power is vested in
the department in the collection of sums
that are said to be due, as well as in the
administration of estates. I have called for
papers to he laid upon the Table of the
House. From these members will have seen
the disgraceful way in which the estates
of patients have heen administered. 1In
one case the Government inspeetor said the
estate was worth £1,500, but it was nlti-
mately sold for £300. Forty pigs were sold
out of that estate for no morve than £11.
That is no way in which to deal with a
person’s affairs. It seems that none of the
oflicials can be bothered with this eclass of
business, If the owner is in Claremont
there seems to be no incentive to trouble
about his affairs, 1 asked some of the
warders in the mental hospital what they
thought of one old patient there. They
said he was quite sane, but had no desire
to get out as his estate had gone, and it
was no use his starting life afresh.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: This Bill has nothing to do with
that case.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Tt has sowething to do
with the fees. The State ean well afford
fo keep these people, whose relatives should
not be harassed in ihe wav (hat has been
done.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [9.50]: 1
hope the Minister will not press the Bill
I have had experiences similar to those of
other members. One painful case came he-
fore me. It was the ease of a woman who
beeame mentally affiicted and had to he
taken to the Asylum. When the husband
returncd from the war he found that his
wife was installed in the asylum, and there
was no one to look after his two little
children. He was harassed bv the depart-
ment to such an extent that he had to be
prevented from eommitting suicide, In fact,
he very nearly went into the asylum him-
self. What will the position be if the de-
partment are liable to persecute all par-
ents to the extent that they are driven
into the asyvlum themselves?

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: The State does not persecute
them. Tn every ease that has been brought
under the notice of the Minister justice has
been meted out.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Corboy:
to go to him.

My, WITHERS: What the Minister
says is right, but why should people have
to go to him? Why should they bave fo
come to members of Parliament to secure
the redress of their wrongs®

Mr. Angelo: We shall soon need a Min-
ister for Lupacy?

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. I have another
hard case in mind of a lady in my district.
She is at present under observation. Ier
taiher {ied recently at the age of 81, and
her mother is now very otd. The rest of
the family are married. Must we go to the
Minister first and apply for this woman io
be placed in Claremont free of charge, or
arve her brothers and sisters to be harassed
until they have to approach a member of
Parliament, who in turn will go to the Min-
ister 7 The department alveady have suffi-
cient anthority and should not be given any
greater powers. 1 hope next session the
whole of the legislation governing the de-
partment will be brought up for review in
the direction suggested by the member for
Wost 'erth (Mr. Davy).

1t should not be necessary

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.34]: 1 hope
the Minister will agree to the deletion of
most of the clauses of this Bill.

Mr. Davy: Let the whole thing be de-
feated.

Mre. SAMPSON: There is one clause that
I wonld like to see put through, namely
that relating to the Board of Visitors.

Mr. Latham: That has been put in fo
et the rest through.

Mr. Davy: It i3 in sueh bad company
that I suspect it.

My, SAMPSON: That clause is put for-
ward by a good man in the person of Dr.
AeWhae, the chairman of the Board of
Visitors. He wrote to the Minister stating
that the board bhad given consideration to
the wording of paragraph (g} of Section
95 of the Lunaey Act dealing with the
duties of the hoard, and it was resolved
to reerommend that the words. “‘Give in-
structions to the Inzpector Cieneral” should
be amended to rtead, “Shall make re-
commendations to the Minister as to
the management of the institution other-

wise than in regard to the medical
treatment of patients.” That sugges-
tion has frequently been made. After

noting the ecomments of members I feel
there is no question about the fate of the
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Bill.  Whether this particular clanse can
be saved or not is for the Minister to de-
termine. I know the board would much
appreciate the proposed amendment, for
the provision whereby they may give in-
structions to the Inspector General is out
of order.

Mr. Davy: We cannot pass a Bill for the
sake of one clause,

Mr. SBAMPSON: Mental incapaeity it-
self is a burden on the community, but the
Bill would possibly impose a burden upon
the children of the person concerned. Many
relatives eannot afford {o pay, avd pav-
ment can therefore only he made at the
cost perhaps of the wife and children, or
of the children onty of the person afflicied.

The Minister for Agrieultural Water
Supplies: You have a definition of relat-
ives.

Mr. SAMPRON: The position is a dan-
gerous one for the relative. Tt will be ex-
tremely difficult for a relative to avoid he-
ing brought into the drag-net constituting
thiz particular part of the Bill, Tt the
measure goes into Committee I shall vole
against all but the clause dealing with the
Board of Visitors. ~

MER. LATHAM (York) [9.59]: I endors:
all that has been said in opposition to the
Bill. There is a danger of parents hiding
their mental defeets from the public as well
as the police. T read reeently of a horrihle
ease that eame to light in Melbourne. T
do not waut that sort of thing to happen
here. A sub-normal child had been horn,
and had been kept in a certain place. Tt
was unable even to walk. Many parents
are anxious to meet their obligations to the
State either in the ease of sickness or other
difficulties.  We should not make things
more difficult for people. Tf the Bill is
forced through, it is possible that mental
defeets will be hidden from the authari-
ties. Medien! assistance and adviee are
available that can be obtained nowhere ¢lse
but at the Claremont Asylum. The officials
there are experts. We ought to induce peo-
ple to use all the science that is available
rather than to hinder medieal men in their
work. We shonld not insist upon the pay-
ment of two guineas a week.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: Only if people can afford it.

Mr. LATHAM: T know what Govern-
ment offieials are. T have had experience
of them. I am not prepared to say that it
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is possible to get relief by going fo the
Minister., That is not his job. We should
put legisiation on the statute book to pro-
tect these unlortunates. Only when legis-
lation is not being properly administered
should we have to go to the Minister.

Mr. Davy: Usually an order is made by
a magistrate.
" Mr. LATHAM: Yes. I hope the Bill wilt
be defeated. The Minister must see that
the House does not want it. T am sur-
prised thal it survived another place. I
hope the Minister will allow the Bill to
lapse.

Mr. ANGELO:

Fhat the debate be ndjommed.

I iInove—

Motion put, and a division taken with the
fullowing result:—

Aves . .. .. 20
Noes .. . .. 16
Majority for 4
AYES.
Mr, Apgelo Mr. Marshall
Mr, Chessoo Mr, Millington
Mr Qlrderdale Mr, Munegle
Mr. Borboy Mr. Panton
Nir. Coverley Mr. Rowe
Mr. Cowan Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Willcock
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Withers
Mr, Lambert Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lamond (Teller.y
Mr. Lutey
NoFrs

Mr. Brown Mr. Sampsnn
Mr. Davy Mr, Sleeman
Mr. Doney Mr. Tarler
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomson
Mr, Latham Mr. C. P, Wansbrough
Mr. Lindsay Me. North
Sir James Mliichel) (Teller.d
Mr. Richardsoan

Motion thus passed.

BILL—POOR PERSONS LEGAL
ASBISTANCE.

Second Reuding.
Debate resumed from the 27th November,

MR. DAVY (West Perih) [10.2]: T am
rlad to find myself able to support the
Rill, and to state that T have no serious
ohjection even to its details. There is
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scarcely anyome who will not agree with
the principle that a citizen shall not be de-
prived of his legal rights owing to poverty.
It is a principle that has been well recog-
nised in Knglish-speaking communities for
upwards of, T suppose, 200 years. At the
present time we have some machinery i
provide free legnl represeniation of peow's
who cannot pay for such representation
themselves; but it is undoubted that that
legal machinery has hecome somewhat ob-
solete. Therefore I welcome the measure
as an attempt fo hring the machinery up to
date. The Bill is not at all revolutionary,
except as regards two aspeets. One is the
appointment of a permanent legal practi-
tioner to act in the eapacity of what T mav
describe as poor persons’ lawyer. The other
i5 in so far as the Bill proposes to extenil
the right of free legnl defence in eriminal
cases to persons other than thosze chargeidl
with capital offences. With regard to the
first of those two innovations T shall ask
the Minister to assure us, bhefore we pas
the Bill, that if the profession to which T
have the honour to helong puts up a eon-
crete scheme whereby the appointment of
a permanent officer can be rendered un-
necessary, he will give that scheme serions
eonsideration, I do not think any of us
want to ses the public purse depleted hv
the appointment of even one more official
than is absolutely necessary. It will be
quite impossible to get a suitable man for
the position at less than £600 or £700 or
£800 a vear, and T think it very likely that
in order to secure 2 man of much experience
a little more may have to be paid. Tt is
not light-heartedly that we ought to ap-
point such an offieial. T can suggest several
different ways in which £600 or £700 or £800
a vear can be spent much more profitably
than merely by the appointment of another
official,

Mr. Corhov: Is the profession prepared
to submit such a scheme?

Mr. DAVY : The profession will be proud
and glad to do it. T ecan give the Minister
my assurance as to that, though I do not
think he nceds it. The hon. gentleinan men-
tioned the Bill. T understand, at a socisl
zathering which he attended some few dave
aeo. T think he there gathered from inter-
jections that the profession is prepared i»
help to earry ont the functions which would
he earried out by the official if appointed.
The Minister ean rest assured that the prn.
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fession will consult with bim and will put
up & scheme whereby a committee will he
appointed to deal with cases for representa-
tion of poor persons and go into them to
see whether they are fit and proper cases to
be assisted by the State, and to seleet ona
of their number to do the work which the
poor persons’ lawyer will do. However, all
T am asking the Minister to do is to under-
take to eonsider such a scheme, and to con-
fer with us in regard to getting over the
necessity of appointing a permanent official.

Myr. Corboy: The Minister would he very
foolish if he did not.

Mr. DAVY: T feel sure he would.

The Minister for Justice: He is nof
Toolish.
Mr. DAVY: As to the second innova.

tion, I agree that since time immemoriat
almost, wherc a person has been charged
with a capitn]l offence he was not permitied
to plead guilty, but had to plead not guilty
mul vounsel were wosigned to him.  The
tradition of British law has been that the
furemoxt members of the profession were
appointed to the duty of defending persons
charged with capital offences. One has only
to take down a volume of the State Trials
in our Parliamentary library to find that the
very leaders of the bar of England and
Scotland defend poor persons accused of
capital offenees. In the case of Burke and
Hare, the hody-snatchers of Edinburgh, the
lenders of the Seottish har are found ap-
pearing for Burke and his wife, to see that
every word that could be said for the ae-
cused was said before Burke was finally
condemned to death and hanged—the woman
being acquitted. That is a fine tradition,
and I think it has persisted at Home down
to this very day., In Western Australia,
unfortunately, it has rather fallen into
desuetude, the reason being that a register
was made here of legal practitioners to be
assigned in their different turns. The prac-
titioners =0 nssigned were drawn from that
rerister.  As practitioners have got older,
or taken silk, or died, or left the State, no
one has thought of putiing additional names
on the register in recent years, I believe at
present there are about four names on it
The matter was bronght hefore the Law
Association some time ago, and I am sure
that almost every member of it was amazed
to fnd that the reason why the practitioners
asked to represent persons charged with
capital offences were of recent years so few
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in number was that the ehoice was so very
restricted. .

Mr. Corboy: They themselves did not
know they were not on the register,

Mr, DAVY: That is so. I would like
to sec the old-fashioned style restored.
When 4 man iy charged with a capital of-
fence and is unable to furnish proper re-
presentation of bimself, 1 would like it to
be rvegarded s a high honour and a duty
to be assigned by the Crown to defend the
man. [ believe that my feelings in that
respect are shared by the whole profession.
11 the Crown does not sce it fo pay a full
Tee, T would rather see it pay no fces; either
one thing or the other. To ask counsel to
defend an acensed on u capital offence for
a paltry fee which under ordinary cireum-
stances, would scarcely be sufficient to en-
gage represeolution in a police romrt, is not
the way to get the best men to volunteer.
their serviees. 1t is better to do it az a
duty to be undertaken for nothing, or else
those undertaking it should be fully paid.
The Bill proposes to extend bevond capital
offences, the right of a man to have pro-
per representation in respeet of other
offences of un indictable deseription. T see
no logienl reason to he advanced agninst that
proposal.  Although we may not all have
awreed with the arguments advanced by the
member for Perth (Mr. Mann) when he in-
troduced a Bill to amend the Criminal Code
to abolish the death penalty, we agree
that the taking away of the liberty of a
man and thrusting him into prison is a ter-
rible doty to be undertaken. While it wmay
not he regarded as so serious as the death
penalty, still it is quite serious enongh o
warrant an effort being made to see that the
interests of a man placed in that position
shall be safeguarded by affording him ade-
quate legal representation. T cannot object
to the extension of that principle to indict-
ahle offences. Shonld a man plead guilty
tn an indictable offence, I do not know that
that plea should not be accepted. If it
should be shown subsequently that the man
pleaded guilty to shelter someone else, the
positicn eounld be rectified, whereas that is
not possible in a capital offence. 1
think the legal profession will agree with
that. This matter has not eseaped the
nottee of the profession and we have dis-
cussed it during the past year. One thing
that was decided amongst ourselves was that
the right to be defended should be extended

2185

beyond capital offences to offences involving
leavy penalties, [ have pleasure in sup-
porting the weasure and at the same time 1
ask the Minisier tu couwsider the offer of the
legal profession 1o Lelp the Government in
every way, to make it unnecessary for an-
other publie oflicial to be appointed. 1n
Luel, the profession will endeavour to work
out a scheine that will assure more efficient
representation of an aceused person than
will be possible it that task is assigned to
vne public ofticial.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE
(Hen, J. C. Willeocks—Geraldton—in re-
ply} [10.5]: 1 thank the House for the
favourable consideration extended to the
Bill.

Mr. Thowson: We are all in favour of it.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not wish to waste the time of the House;
but to give the member for West Perth
(Mr. Davy) the assurance that the Govern-
ment will be prepared to eo-operate with the
Law Society in any scheme they may ask the
Government to adopt. We are strongly in
favour of the principle embodied in the
Bill, and we were prepared to go to the ex-
tent of underfaking the expenditure neces-
sary to give etfect to that principle. Wé
felt that if we were to eall upon the legal
profession for help, it night be suggested
that as we had introduced legislation of this
sort, we should be prepaved to meet any
clains made upon us in that respeet. It
will be noticed that the appointment of a
legal man is entirely optional. I had heard
something to the effect that the Law Society
would he prepared to co-operate with the
Government, and when moving the seecond
reading. T asked for that eo-operation. If
it is extended, the Government will be only
too glad to accept it. If, on the other hand,
no move is made to co-operate with the Gov-
ernment, we are prepared te go on with the
principle embodied in the Bill, at the same
time accepting any assistanee that may be
offered in due eourse.

Mr. Thomson: It is gratifying fo find the
legal profession prepared to do whab the
medical profession has done in conpection
with our hospitals.

Mr. Davy: We have all along been pre-
pared to extend that assistance.

Mr. Corboy: It is a fine spirit.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
membhers of the legal profession have shown
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a desire to assist those who seek to be edu-
cated in connection with the legal profes-
sion, and have assisted them to get on.

Mr, Thomson: At any rate, this is evi-
dence that they are prepared (o do their part.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is so. Although we have no direct negotia-
tions with the Law Society, I attended a
function on Friday last at which law stu-
dents and members of the society were pre-
sent. This matter had been given some pub-
licity in the House during the week, and 1
mentioned it casually at the gathering.
From the interjections that were made, and
from the speeches 1 listened to subse-
quently, there was no doubt in my mind
that the legal profession were not only wil-
ling to eo-operate with the Government, but
were anxious to do so.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Keading.

Debate resmmed from the 22nd November,

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.20): The
Bill hefore the House is essentially one for
the Commitice stage, and T suppose some
of the elanses will survive. The Bill pro-
vides for the appointment of health boards
and I think in that respeet it will be a
great improvement. Ii is very desirable
that members shall be elected by the vote
of those concerned. and it is interesting to
note that, possibly after consunltation with
members, the Minister has agreed 1o adopt
the method of voting that applies to-day
under the Road Districts Act. Therefore,
pharal voling is not heing objected to. There
i5 a clanse in the Bill that will give the
health authorities too nmch power. I refer
to the right te demolish buildings. I pro-
pose to move an amendment that wil)
enahle persons concerned to have the right
of appeal. T believe that the interpretation
of #“family” is not sufficiently comprehen-
sive. Tt limits the members of a family
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to the wile or husband or a child, parent,
brother, or sister of the occupier. I think
we night  inelude grandparents, nieces,
neplbews, nncles and aunts, 1t is easily con-
veivable that in many cases those near rela-
tives would be living in the same home.

The Minister for Health: 1t has never
happened vnce.

AMr. SAMPSON: 1t has never happened
in a shifting pepulation. 1 suggest that
if ever the Miuvister gets on to that point
it will by very ecarclully considered, If
the lmitation of interpretation of “fami-
lies” were expressed in the measure, it is
guile possible that limitation would Lo
acted upon, even in regard to DBritish resi-
dents. There is a provision whereby food-
stulfs stated to be unfit for human eon-
stunption may be ordered to be destroyedl.
Alveady in the parvent Act there is a right
of appeal in certain instances, and I sng-
gesl a similar right might be given under
lhis clanse. There would not be an appeal
lodged, I think, unless the circumstanees
wore sueh as to wake success possible. Per-
haps the clause to which the greatest objec-
tion will ke raised is that which prevents
or limits, except by permission of the Com-
missioner, advice in respeet to the feeding
of infants.

Fhe Minister for Health: I will agree to
an amendment there. 1 have supplied an
amendment for the member for West Perth.

Mr. SAMPSOY: Very well. Tossibly the
abjection I was about o voice will he moat.
By the clause even doctors, chemisls aml
nurses in charge of baby elinies would he
prevented from giving advice about the
feeding of children. The Rill provides that
any person who advises or endeavours to
persnade or induee a mother, or any person
in charge of a child under six months of
age, to purchase or use any artificial food
for the purpose of feeding such child shall
he guilty of an offence against the Aet,

unless he proves that he acted with
the permission of the Commissioner.
There is no exemption for a doctor,

for a chemist or for a nurse. The Gov-
crnment ave interested in varions haby
clinics, and at those elinics ecertifieatod
nurses are encaged. Surely they are gnali-
fied to advise withount having to eommuni-
cate with the Commissioner of Health and
ask for his permission. T submit that th~
clause needs amendment.
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The Minister for Health:
drafited that.

Mr. SAMPSON: That being so, I will
fay no more abent it But, as it was, it
amounted to an affront upon the medicai
traternity and others. The feeding of
artificial foods to children wus referred to
at length by the Minister, That is a sub-
ject to which a great deal of attention is
being given. There was a ease in Victoria
Park. The fosier ehild was uot progressing
satisfactorily, whereupon a visiiing inspee-
tress ordered lactogen. The result was to
the advantaze of the child. Again, foster
mothers frequently ask that Lactogen
shall be provided, and I Dlelieve the
inspectresses frequently recemmend to the
department an allowance salficient to
meet the added expense to he paid
to the foster mother, thereby giving to the
infant the advantage that this well-known
food would provide, Tt is stated hy -
authority that breast feeding is the ides!
inethod of nourishing infants. Nohody wi'|
dispute that. However snecessful artifieial
foods may be, mother Natnre is the most
suecessful. Brenst feeding is Natnre’s way.
and cannot be improved upon. But unfor.
tunately there are many things that mav
prevent the niother from feeding her hahy
in the natural manner. Tn those instances
the use of Laetogen does provide what is
required.  The Minister, in moving tha
second reading, referred to the case of eer-
tain salewomen, dressed as nurses. impor-
tuning mothers to adopt a eertain food for
their habies. T learn that in no case doe
anyone representing the particular food re
ferred to—Lactogen—assume the guise of
a nurse unless she is a certified nurse.

The Minister tor Health: I did not men-
tion Laectogen.

Mr. SAMPSON: No, but that is the
only fond represented by qualified nurses in
this State.

The Minister for Health: Tt is not.

Mr. Teesdate: Well, it is the principal

one.
Mr. SAMPSON: T am advised that it is

We have re-

50,

The Minister for Health: You are
wrongly advised.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have not heard of

any other.
The Minister for Health:
others,

I know of
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Me. SAMI'SON: Anyhow, it does not
affect the principle. If they arc qualified
nurses and they are guilty of exceeding
their dufy, their condust should be oom-
sidered by the Nurses' Association. The
Bill proposes to give loeal authorities power
to provide such amounts from their fund-
as appear fit for the establishment of baby
clinics. In the Road Districts Act there is
provision authorising up to ten per cent.
of the income of a road hoard to be utilisesd
for hospital service. It would be well if
those matters were put on an equal basis.
Hospitals and baby clinies are of equal im-
portance and should be treated similarly.
T shall support the recond reading, but in
Committee I hope io assist in securing cer-
tain amendments.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.32}:
There are several very good points in the
Rill, bt T hope the Minister will he satis-
fied with getting it throngh the second read-
ing to-night so that we shall have an op-
portunity to consider it in greater detail.
So far I have not been able to give it as
much consideration as I should like to do.
T am pleased that provision is made for the
appointment of hoards. A very important
amendment provides for the appointment
of a health inspector for a group of health
distriets. To provide a health inspector
within the meaning of the Act has proved
a distinet hard<hip to smaller municipalitiss
and road boards. A health inspector has
had to be appeointed at fairly substantial pay
when ihere was not suflicient work for him
to do. It is nan excellent prineiple that
certain districts may combine and have ong
health inspector who will be independent o
the local authorities. That will prove bene.
ficial to the country distriets. When T was
associated with a local authority we found
it was diffienlt at times to et the sccretary,
who was also the health inspeetor, to givs
effect to the desires of a majority of mem
bers of the board. We used to welcome a
visit from one of the central board inspectors
whose report would give the loeal inspeetor
a lead and s0 we were able to get the work
done. The proposal fo have an inspector
for a group of districts is a decided im-
provement on the existing praetice. I hopa
the same principle may be applied to en-
gineers.

The Minister for Health: That has no-
thing to do with this measure.
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Mr., THOMSON: Quite so. The Miu-
ister is making a necessary alteration to
Clause 31 that | think will be more favour
ably received than the present drafting. [
am in accord with the principle to ensurn
that bad advice is not given with regard to
the rearing of children. The Minister will
probably be able to satisfy members that
hiz proposals will be beneficial in the in-
terests of mothers and young children. 1
support the second reading, but I hope wa
shall be able to deal with several points in
Committee.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 28th November.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[10.36]: 1 desire to say a few words in
opposition to the Bill. I do so because I
eonsider there is no necessity for it. The
Bill seeks to give power to appoint work-
men’s inspectors and do away with check-
weighing inspectors in the coal mines.

The Minister for Mines:  Not cheek-
welghing inspectors.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There were check
inspectors for weighing ecoal.

The Minister for Mines: We do not in-
tend to do away with them at all. We are
doing away with check inspectors for whom
we are appointing workmen’s inspectors.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 thought the Min-
ister said that cheek weighing inspectors
would nut be needed. They are paid by the
niiners.

The Minister for Mines:
not affect them at all.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Workmen’s inspectors
will be a charge on the State. Acecording
to the Government reports of inspections
made, there ean be no Justifieation for ap-
peinting workmen’s inspectors. The salary
of workmen’s inspectors on the goldfields
is £7 13s. 10d. per week. The Minister said
they were full time men and he had made
it abundantly clear to the coal miners thai
the most he could promise them was a
half-time inspector. T do not think there
is justification even for a half-time inspec-
tor, and I shall trv to prove it. On the

This Bill will
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goldfields we have one workmen’s inspee-
tor at Leonora, une at Meekatharra and two
at Kalgoorlie. I believe the workmen's in-
spector at Leonora concentrates on the
Sons of Gwalia mine. There is no other
mine of note working, unless it be one at
Comet Vale. Of course there may be pros-
pecting shows, but there are no other mines
working. I daresay there is ample work for
a man at Meekatharra. I do not know
much about that distriect now, but there
was a lot of work in years gone by.

The Minister for Mines: Meekatharra
fakes in Wiluna as well.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Yes. I know that the
man at Gwalia has been doing good work.
Tt there was need for two inspectors at
Kalgoorlie some years ago, there cannot be
any necessity for two now, hecause there
are not so many mines working as there
were formerly. The Coal Mines Regula-
tion Act was amended in 1926. During the
last three years 26 inspections have heen
made on the Collie coalfields. Each of
these oceupied five hours. This worked ount
at about 130 hours, which equal 18 days
4 hours, on the basis of seven hours a day.
These are the anthentic figures as to the num-
ber of inspections. How can we be justi-
fled in increasing the inspections there?
There is a mining inspector engaged at the
ordinary salary. He ig a very capable man.

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Not only does he
se¢ that the mines are kept in working
order and in a safe condition, but he is of
great assistance in the event of any dis-
turbance or dispute that may arise as to
the working conditions of the men. I have
heard him highly spoken of. I think his
name is McVee. In the eircumstances there
can he no need for a workmen’s inspector.
Tt would be diffieult to get one to fill the
position. During the last 101 years 91
inspections have been made. The House,
therefore, is not justified in passing a Bill
to increase the expenditure of the Mines
Department. The Minister himself said
that the most he would do would be to ap-
point a half-time inspector. It is impos-
sible to work a half-time man. There are
six mines working at Collie. TIf a half-
time inspector were appointed, he wonld
he working half-time in one mine, and
wonld be ahle only to inspect the other
five. The mine he worked in would not be
inspected at all. It would not be expected
of an employee of a company that he
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ghould have the rights and powers eon-
ferred upon bim by this Bill. The mine he
wouid be working in, therefore, would nat
be inspected by him, although it would re-
quire fo be inspected just as muech as the
other five. There is no necessity for the
Bill when we take into consideration the
number of inspections that have been made.
In three years the inspections work out at
only 18 days 4 hours, at 7 hours a day, anr
in 1035 years at only 91 inspections, ap-
proximately 0 davs ut 7 hours a day. Great
care mnst he exercised in the appointment
of workmen's inspectors. At one time the
president of the AW, whirh econtrols
the miners, was a workmen's inspevtor.

The Minister for Mines: T think not.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: A man cannot serve
two masters.

The Minister for Mines: Where did that
happen.

Hon, G, TAYLOR: [n Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Mines: Never.

Houn, G. TAYLOR : L eonld tell the Minis-
ter the name of the man,

The Minister for Mines: The inspectors
were d’'Arey and Jones,

Hon. G, TAYELOR: Was it not d’Arey?

The Minister tor Mines: He was never
president of the union,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T am not sure he was
nol one of the ofticers, hut apparently the
Minister eontrudicts that statement.

The Minister for Mines: He was a mem-
ber of the exesutive.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 am sure he was
an ufticial, Oflicials should not be workmen's
inspectors, having to go underground fo in-
spect mines.

Mr. Panton: He is elerted by the union.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Tt is not right.

Mr. Panton: Only the members of ihe
vnion can vote on the question, The Act
provides for that,

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The hon. member wili
make any statement to pull himself out.
How does the Minister propose to work
an inspector at Collie half time? There
is no justifieation for the expense involved.
He would have to work in one mine, and
would have to work half time.

The Minister for Mines: He might not
werk in eny mine.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: He must be a qual-
fied miner who has served in the industry
for five years.

The Minister {ur Mruies: Yes,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: He would naturaliy
e enguged in the calling, or he would not
ve in Collie, He might be in business there,
but | do not suppose the Minister has a
bnsiness man in tnind.

The Minister for Mines: The union will
clect him, not T.

Flon. G. TAYLOK: How is the Minister
guing to work oul the posilion?

The Minister for Mines: That is my busi-
ness.

Han, 6. TAYLOR: 1ow will he work it
out with any degree of sueccess?

The Minister for Mines: With success
tou.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: Or get value for the
money when we have had only 18 inspec-
tig in fhree vears.

Mr. Wikzon: Vou =said 26 not long ago.

Hon. (& TAYLOR : Tt is equal to 18 days
4 hours.

Mr. Teesdale called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung and a quoram formed.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Under the conditions
T have degeriled, can there bhe any justiti-
ention for passing a Bill empowering the
Government to appoint these inspectors?
There is already power te appoint specia’
inspertors.

The Minister for Alines:
tion with coal mining,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Very well; the Min-
ister desires power for that purpose. In
our gold mines there have been special in-
spectors for many years; I do not know
how many: prohably 20 years.

The Minister for Mines: Since 1906,

Hon. G. TAYTLOR: That is over 20 years.
During that period on one oceasion, and on
one ocrasion only, has a special inspector
been appeinted.

The Minister for Mines: If there had not
heen the power, he could not have been ap-
pointed.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Tn all those years, in
afl those mines, where the great bulk of
this eountry’s mining has been earried on,
acly onc appointment of a speeial inspectos

Not in connee-
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has been made. That being so, ihere ean-
not be much necessity for the appeintment
of special inspectors. The two types of
speeial inspectors would be appointed only
for the moment, to inspeet a speeial inei-
dent. 'When that speecial incident had been
dealt with, their appointment would cease.
1 would give the Minister power to appoint
special inspeetors. Tt is well that the power
should exist,

The Minister for Mines: That is all T ask.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: In view of what has
actually occurred, there is not much justi-
fication for the appointments proposed un-
der the Bill, seeing that with the possibili-
ties of aecident on the goldfields during 22
years only one appointment has been found
necessary, There are Government mining
inspectors, ecapable wmen, on the goldfeldy;
and surely those inspectors, who are abov:
suspicion, ave qualificd to inspect the wnder-
ground workings of the Collie eoal mines
salisfactorily. People are careful and jeal-
ous of their positions, and excreise a great
deal of judgment, and give a great deal of
attention to their work. Surely the inspec-
tors T refer to are capuble of doing the in-
speelion at Collie, thus avoiding the placing
of additional expense on the mining indus-
try. We know that the coal mines of the
English-speaking world are suffering almost
to the point of extinction because of the
high cost of production. Britain's great coal
mines are practically at a standstill. In
New South Wales the Newenstle and Sonth
Coast coal mines arve suffering from over-
capitalisation and over-organisation.

Mr. Panfon: That is beexuse Franee is
geiting the bulk of the coal From Giermanv.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: Tt is because Eng-
land would not produce it.

Mr. Panton: France is getting coal from
Germuny, instead of cash,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We know that form-
erly South Australia imported coal from
Eugland cheaper that she could get it from
New South Wales, 7s. per ton cheaper. We
shounld try to make it poswible to put our
coal on the market as cheaply as possible,
so as to ereate work for our people and
ereate industries. Coal has been the great
factor in producing British manufactures.
For the reasons I have indieated, T am not

prepared to support the second reading of
the Bill.
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MR, WILSON (Collie) [10.55]): I sup-
port the Bill, which is long overdue. Fur-
ther, I support the mensure because the
Collie miners have taken a leaf out of the
good legislation which the goldfields ob-
tained many years ago, and which the tim-
ber workers also have secured during the
past three or four years. The difference
between the gold mines and the coal mines
is that the former have not deleterious gases
as the coal mines have. Although there is
no inHammable gas in Collie, it has gases
which, to the persons working in the mines,
are worse than inflammable gas. Let me
bring to the recollection of hon. member-
the fact that twenty years ago some Collic
miners were in a manner poisoned by bad
ventilation and bad gases.

Hon, G. Taylor: But Collic may not have
had as good inspection then as it has now.

Mr, WILSON: Collie has always had a
zond  inspector.

Hon. G. Taylor: T said, inspection,

Mr. WILSOX: Good inspection too. In
the Old Country the coal miners were the
first to recognise the need for inspeetion.
That was in 1872. The only thing don.
then was that the coal miners were given the
right to appoint two workmen to go round
the mines and see that evervthing was right;
but they had to bear the cost of those two
men. That has continued until the present
day. The Collie miners have alse the right to
send ¢heck inspectors down the mines. As re-
gards the figures quoted by the last speaker
I challenge their correctness. There has been
maore inspection in one year than the hon.
menther says there was in  three years.
Collie has six mines, and nearly every week
check inspectors eo ont to see that the mines
are properly inspected. They have this
muech to their eredit, that the Collie miners
have alwavs found the distriet inspectors
good fellows. However, oceasionally an
accident iakes place. The Minister forgo:
to mention that two months ago the Colliz
miners decided to give, and did give, the
Government 14 days’ notice that they would
cease producing coal unless an independent
imspector was appointed.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is the sort of thine
that causes trade in eoal to be lost.

Mr. Lindsay: Apparently the
miners were running the counfry.

Mr. WIT,SON: Perhaps they were run-
ning the countrv when the war was on and
conl could net be got.

Collie
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Mr. Lindsay: It is rather strong to oay
the Collie miners gave the Government 14
aays’ notice.

Mr. WILSON: 1 have said they did that.
L told them they could not fight the Gov-
ernment. L was not afraid to tell thum
that. They adopted my view, and the Min-
1ster decided to granf u round-table confer-
ence, at which the matter was amicably set-
tied.

Mr. Teesdale: Naturally!

Hon. G. Taylor: He promised it.

lir. WILSOX: There ean he nothing very

defrimental in prowising a thing thal is
iustified. Where the hon. member got his

information from 1 do uwot know.

Mr. Thom=zon: {tive your reasons justify-
ing the Bill.

Mr. WILSON: Sometines there 153
clash, and {hen the workmen's inspector
goes through the mine. The member Pur Mt.
Alargare (Hon, G. Taxlor) knows that
cuses have oceurred, though not in Collw,
of companies manipulating trap doors when
eheek inspectors were about. That has hap-
pened in New South Wales, Certain com-
panies sent deputies to manipulate the trap
doors and so alter the ventilation when the
eheck mspectors were on the mine.  That
conld be dene here. [ do not think it will
he done here. The question involved in the
Kill is not so mueh the pavment as the per-
manency of the position,

Hon. . Taylor: How wonld you get it
to worh?

Mr. WILSOXN; Just the same as at pre-
sent.  An inspeetor will he appointed, aml
he will make inspections just when he thinks
thex are justified. He will not give any
notice to the company as to when he will
make an inspeetion. He may find out that
some timber is renuired to safeguard dan-
werous places, or that the atmosphere is not
pure.

Hon. G. Taylor: That does not say much
for your Government inspertor.

Mr. WILSOXN: The hon. member has ad-
versely commented upon the inspectors; I
have not done so.

Hon. G. Taylor: The inspector there hax
six mines to inspect.

Mr. WILSOX: But he has a lot of work
to do in the mines. There are not hard
roofs to the mines, such as there are on the
goldfields. At any rate, T challenge the hon.
member’s fimures for they are abhsolutely in-
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curcect, | do not knpw where the hon.
nmewber got the figures from.

Hon. G, Taylor: You cannot sueccessfully
chatlenge them.

Mr. WILSON: I can. 1 challenge the
hou. member to prove the accuracy of his
figures, 1 will resign my seat, if the houn.
member will do the same, and if he can
prove that 1 am wrong, I will never contest
the Collie seaft agan,

tlon. G, Taylor: 1 think I will wait until
the  Redistribution  of Seats Bill eomes
ulong,

Mr. WILSON: That will be all right so
far us the hon. member is concerned. I do
not know whether the hon. member was in-
tentionally nisleading, but his figures were
absolutely wrong.

Hon. G, 'aylor: We will see aboul that
il the Bill gets to the Committee stage.

My, WILSON: T «lid not interrupt the
hon. member once when he was speaking,
I gave him a fair go!

WMr, SPEAKER: -Ord a!
ber will address the Char,

Mr. WILSON: The Bill is overdue, and
it 15 the wish of miners of the Collie dis-
triet that it shall become law so that they
shall be put an the same footing and have
equal justiee accorded then, as is accorded
in other indnstries throughout the State.

The hon, mem-

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) i11.2]:
When the member fur Collic (Mr. Wilson)
wus sprithing, 1 asked him for a reason fov
tmembers being urged to pass the Bill. [
lind that the RBill repeals Sections 36 and
A7 of the prineipal Act. Section 37 gives
an inspector absolute power, the same as
is contained in the Bill. I cannot under-
stand the necessity for the alteration. See-
tion 36 empowers the Governor-in-Couneil
to appoint any fit person to be an inspeetor
of mines.

The Minister for Mines:
ernment inspector.

Mre. THOMSON: That section is to be
deleted and praetically the same class of
inspector will be apointed and he is to
come under the provisions of the Public
Serviee Act. He will receive the protec-
tion of that measure and his privileges are
to be preserved. The member for Collie
(Mr. Wilson) echallenged the figures sub-
mitted by the member for Mt. Margaret
(Hon, 3. Taylor), and I do not know who
is rieht. Tt geeme to mn tha statamont

That is a Gov-
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made by the member for Collie should give
the House some cause for anxziety. He said
the Collie miners had given the Government
14 days’ notice that unless they could get
an inspector, they were going to hold up
the huosiness of the country.

Mr. Wilson: 1 did not say any such
thing. I said they gave 14 days’ notice of
some troubls.

Mr. THOMSON: I could only assume
from the statement made by the hon. mem-
ber that the Minister, after a round-table
conference with the miners, agreed to in-
troduce the Bill.

Mr. Panton: The member for Collie did
not say anything of the sort. He said that
the men gave 14 days’ notice.

Mr. THOMSON: What for? The Min-
ister went down, Apparently the Min-
ister promised to introduce the Bill, and
that settled the dispute. It will be noticed
that the Bill, according to a note at the
top of the first page, was introduced hy the
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson), but it has
been fathered by the Minister, who moved
the second reading. Obviously he had to
do so because such a Bill as the one before
us requires a message from His Exzeellency
the Governor, and a private member has
not that privilege. Therefore the Min-
ister has fathered the Bill, which was
prepared by the member for Collic.

Mr. Panton: There is nothing wrong with
that.

The Minister for Mines: It was nof pre-
pared by the member for Collie at all.

Mr. THOMSON : Perhaps not, but it
was introduced by hini. Neither the Min-
ister nor the member for Collic has pro-
duced any reasons why we should pass the
Bill. T endorse every remark made by the
member for Mount Margaret. I drew the
attention of the House to the position in
which the coal mining industry of Australis
find itself. I drew attention to the fact that
away in Colombo, where at one time Aus-
tralia supplied more than half the require-
ments of that port, mo Australian coal is
being used now, because it is altogether ton
costly. Then we have the humiliating posi-
tion that to-day it is possible to bring coal
all the way from the Old Country and sell
it in South Australia for 7s. per ton less
than it ean be brought from New South
Wales. The Premier of New South Wales,
in econjunction with the Prime Minister u®
the Commonwealth, has heen endeavouring
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to see whether some means can be found
for regaining the trade we have lost, aml
the Commonwealth has agreed to supply a
eertain amouni by way of subsidy. New
South Wales agreed to do the same, pro-
vided the miners would agree 4o forego a
proportion of their wages. I regret to say
the Coal Miners’ Association of New South
Wales did not rise to the oceasion in their
own interests.

Mr. Wilson: Reduce their own wages!

Mr. THOMBSON: If New South Wales
and the Comonwealth are prepared to assist
by the provision of a bounty, will not thosz
miners be very much better off than they
are to-day, even though their wages be re-
duced by 1s. per ton? The position iz that
the coal mining industry has been so loaded
up with costs that I do not think it wise to
levy a further impost on the industry at
Collie, by placing it under the burden of
having to pay inereased charges under the
Bill,

The Minister for Mines: This will not in-
erease their costs by one farthing.

Mr. THOMSON: It is proposed that a
workmen’s inspeetor shall he appointedl.
Although the union will have the selection
of the inspector, the Minister will pay him
and will have power to remove him from
his position. Neither the Minister nor the
member for Collie has given any reasons
why we should pass the Bill. They have
not given a single illustration showing that
the existing inspector has failed ¢to do his

duty.
The Minister for Mines: I do not say
that he has.

Mr. THOMSON: Then why appoint &
workmen’s inspector if it be not necessary?

The Minister for Mines: Why did we do
it in the gold mining industry?

Mr. THOMSON: ZEven there, if the
figures given by the member for Mount
Margaret he correet——

Mr. Wilson: They are not.

Mr. THOMSON: Section 37 of the Coal
Mines Regulation Act lays down the duty
of an inspector.

The Minister for Mines:
the provision is the samec.
has been altered.

Mr. THOMSON: Then why the necessity
for the BRill?

The Minister for Mines:
fullv in moving the seeond reading.
were not here.

In this instanas
Not one word

I explained it
You
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Mr. Thavy: Are not workinen's inspeclors
provided for in the Act?

A, THOMSON: Neither 1he Minister
nor the member for Collie has produeci
evidence that the inspector appointed under
Section 36 und 37 of the Coal Mines Regu
lation Acl ha< been in any way negligen:.
Nor have they shown any necessity for anv
alteration whatever and so, reluctantly, !
must oppose the seeond reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (llown.
S. W. Munsie—Hannans—in reply) [11.12]:
Really the only thing that eails for any
reply is the statement made by the member
for Katanning, in reading the clause as it
stands in the Bill regarding the payment of
departmental inspectors. In moving the
second veading T explained that I had
adopted a new method which, in my opinion,
was prefernble to the practice usually
adopted in amending Bills of simply say-
ing “strike out this word here and insert other
words 1here,” which probably would have
meant a Bill with 28 or 29 such amend-
ments; instend of doing that I proposed,
and the Crown Law Department agreed, that
it was better in respect of the Coal Mines
Regulation Act to cancel altogether Sections
36 and 37 and embody them in the Bill with
the additional provision for workmen's in-
spectors and special inspectors. I did it for
convenience sake and to make it plain. In
regard first of all to the hostility that
seems to have been raised to the matter men-
tioned by the member for Collie, the coal
miners did not earry a resolution at an ag-
gregate merting, which means a meeting of
the whole of the six mines together. They
carriedi a resolntion giving to the Govern-
ment 14 davs’ notice that unless something
was done about the appointment of a work-
men’s inspector, they would cease work on a
certain day, Thev sent that resolution on to
me, and as Ministec for Mines T replied to
it

Mr. Davy: Politely?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, I
think so. The reply ocenpied about 214
sheets of foolseap paper. It was fairly
polite and fairly definite. T think the mem-
ber for Collie was present at the next ag-
grecate mecting of the union when that re-
plv was read, and I think he backed up al-
most every word of it. That had nothinz
whatever to do with the introduetion of the
Bill. I want it to he clearly understood that
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the were carrying of  that resolution and
sendding it on te me produced nothing more
than a definite repls. Then there was fur-
ther trouble at Collie o little later. Prior to
that | weut to Kalgoorlie and met the Cham-
ber of Mines with representatives of the
Government inspeclors and the workmen’s
inspectors and of all ciuployees at a round
tabte conlerence. We discussed three mat-
tevs, and [ believe that Erom that diseussion
some good will eventuate, I then sent a
notifieation to the coal owners as well as to
the employeces’ organisations, that I desired
to meet the coal owners and the coal miners
under similar condilions with their inspector
present. I went down and met them. We
diseussed many phases of the working of the
Collie conl mines. It seemed to me as if the
management had not put up satisfactory
replies to some of the cases cited by the
men, and in other instances some of the
complaints made by the men, in my opinion,
were not justified and were fully replied to
by the mine owners. It is only at such d
conference that one ean get at the basis of
any trouble. I am positive that from the
very day that workmen’s inspeetors were ap-
pointed in the metalliferous mines we have
had smoother and better working between
the cmployers and the employees. And 1
am just as posifive that the appointment of
n workimen’s inspector in the eoal mines will
have exactly the same result. T want the mem-
bers for Katanning and for Mount Mar-
garet to realise that under the existing Coal
Mines Regulation Aect there is provision for
the appointment of cheek inspectors—which
means that the union can appoint any two
men whom they desire to make an inspee-
tion, and those people have certain powers
under the Aect, in that they record the re-
snlt of their inspection in the reeord book.
Rut the emplovees themselves have to bear
the cost. For every day they lose when mak-
ing an inspeetion, the union has to pay. I
want to know why, if the gold mines are
entitled to a workmen’s inspector appointed
by the men in the mine and paid by the
(invernment, why should not the Collie eoal
miners aleo be entitled to eleet a man to be
paid by the Government?

Mr. Wilson: The same thing obtains in
the building trade.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, in
the huilding trade, under the Seaffolding
Aet, and in the timber industry workmen’s
inspectors are appointed. Can it be said
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there is any more necessity for the appoint-
ment of workmen’s inspectors in addition
to government inspectors in the timber in-
dustry than there is in the coal mining in-
dusiry?

Mr. Davy: That is not much of an argu-
ment in favour of the thing.

The MINISTER 1OR MINES: The
principle argument is, fivst of all, that the
men have the right under the existing Act
to make any independent inspection, pro-
vided they appoint somebody and pay him
for doing it.

Hon. G. Taylor:
do that very often.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Every-
body knows that a man appointed under
those conditions is not as satisfaetory or
independent as a man appointed under the
other conditions. The member for Mount
Margaret (Hon. G. Taylor) raised a ques-
tion regarding the appointment of speeial
inspectors. 1 have never been asked by the
gold miners or the coal miners for the right
to appoint special inspectors, but when this
Act was being amended to give the right
to appoint workmen’s inspeetors, I did
think it necessary in the interests of the
Collie coalfields to take the right to ap-
point a special inspecfor if the necessity
arose. In the law for the regulation of
gold mining that right his existed since
1906, and on only one or two occasions has
it been necessary to appoint a special in-
spector,

Hon. G. Taylor:
I think.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
time is probably not far distant when ii
may be neeessary to appoint a special in-
spector in the coal mines. If there is need
for the provision in the Aect governing
gold mining, there is ten times the need for
it in the Coal Mines Regulation Act. I hope
that so long as I have the honour to be
Minister for Mines, no occasion will arise
neecessitating the appointment of a special
inspeetor, but if the necessity should arise,
I want the power to make the appointment.
Black damp has not been known in the
Collie mines so far, but we cannot tell
when it may appear.

Mr. Thomson: I hope it will not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite
so, but if it did occur and an accident re-
sulted, I want the right te appoint a
special inspector.

They are not likely to

On only one occasion,
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Hon. (. Taylor: There would be nothing
to prevent your appointing the special in-
spector in case of emergency.

The MINISTER QR MINES: He
would be appointed only in an emergeney.

Hoen. G. Taylor: Yeu eould appoint him
without specinl legislation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
State Mining Engineer informs me that,
unless power is given under the Act, I

could not make such an appointment
legally,

Hon. G. Taylor: You would do it any-
how,

Mr. Thomson: Yes, and everyone would
applaud your action.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Power
should be given Lo make sueh an appoint-
ment in the event of the necessity arising.
I do not know where the member for Mt.
Margaret obtained his figures dealing with
the number of inspections. I gave the total
number of inspections over a period of
three years, but I cannot say from memory
what the figures were,

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you think my fg-
ures are wrong?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
they are considerably on the lean side. )

Mr. Teesdale: Be careful; the Commit-
tee stuge is coming and he has something
up his sleeve!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
care what he has up his sleeve. The mem-
her for West Perth (Mr. Davy) asked
whether some of the provisions of the Act
were not being repeated in this Bill. Sev-
eral are repeated. One or two of the prin-
cipal clauses referring to departmental in-
spectors have been altered to make them
applicable to coal mines as against gold
mines, but the prineiple is the same. That
is why it was decided to repeal Sections 36
and 37 and re-embody the whole proposals
in this Bill. I hope the measure will pass
the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

s to Commiltee Stage.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
8. W, Munsie—Hannans) [11.25]: I move—
That the Speaker do now leave the Chair

and the House resolve itself into a Committee
of the whele to consider the Bill
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Hon. G. Taylor: Not at this hour of the
night, surely ! It is 11.25 p.m. now.

The Minister for Mines: I cannot help
that; we have only another fortnighf (il}
the end of the session, and we must gel
through the business.

Question put and passed.

fu Committee.

Mr, Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1-2—ngreed to.

Clause 3—Appointment of inspectors of
mines:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: This eciuuse gives
power io appoint inspectors of mines. Dous
that ncan workmen’s inspectors or the ur-
dimary wining inspectors?

The Minister for Mines: Both,

Hon, G. TAYLOK: There is already
Government inspector and 1 presome  bis
services will bhe retained,

The Mimster for Mmes: {lertminly.

Hon. . TAYLOR: It is proposed to re-
peal the seetions under which he wus ap-
pointed and re-emact them by this clause.

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: And the clause will
give power to appeint werkmen’s inspectors
as well. T see no neeessity for workmen 3
inspectors. The Minister bas been unfamr.
When my figures were ehallenged, 1 was
not in n positien to verify them butf thoughi
to do so in Cunmiiltee. The Minister, how-
ever, has taken the Bill straight into Com-
mittee within a few minotes of 1130 p.m.
and consequently I have had no opportun-
itv to verify my figures. 1 nssert that the
fizures I gave the House are true. In three
vears 26 inspections were made and eaeh
inspection covered five hours, working ont
at 130 hours in oMl or, at the rowe of 7 hours
per day, equal to 18 days 4 hours. Thore
fisnres have heen challenced, and T thouzht
the Minister and the member for Collie
would be fair enongh to give me a chance to
verify them.

Mr. Wilson:
matter at all,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The hon, memhber said
he woul@ resign his seat if I was right con-
ditionally upon my resigning my seat if [
was wrong. It would he a matfer of
ereat s=atisfaction to me and it might be of
great advantage to the Collie miners if the

I have not moved in the
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ton. member did resign. Still, the resigna-
tion of both of us would not justify my
figures, 1 suy the figures are correct.

Mr. Wilson: They are not.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Then report progress
aid give me an opportunity to verify them!
Be honest with me!

The CHATRMAN: Order!
miember must anddress 1the Chair.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Of course the Min-
ister has the numbers behind him and ¢an
vutvote me, but T maintain it is anfair to
challenge my figures and not give me an
oppoertunity to verify them. [ say it is
cowardly—

Mr. Teesdale: The brutal majority again!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: and I cannot re-
{rain from resenting the Minister’s attitude,
but unfortunately I can resent it only with
words and not with force, because the Min-
ister has got the nunbers. All I can do is
to challenge the two gentlemen respeonsible
for the Bill. If they say my slatements are
untrue, they should give me a chance, by
reporting progress, to verify them.

Mr. Teesdale : That’s the stuff to give
them.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Then if T am unable
tc verify them to-morrow, I shall be pre-
pared to make that apology becoming an
hon. member without any resigning of seats
being neeessary. The figures are in the
Minister’s department. He had them here
when he introduced the Bill, heeause he told
us s0. The figures were so telling egainst
the measure that they missed the Minister’s
notice when he moved the second reading.
I do not make statements knowing them to
he false. I make them helieving them to be
true,

My, Wilson: Yon are not the only one.

Ton, G. TAYLOR: 1 have nol bheen
viven a fair ehanee. 1 have tald the Min-
istey what few inspeetions there have heen
aover a period of vears.  He now wani«
another man to perform that doty, whan be
already has one who stands high in the
esteem of the people of Collic. He has no:
11 miles of territory to cover. It is now
decired to appoint a workmen'’s inspector
to supervise his work. The Minister shonl}
report progress and give me an oppor-
tnnity to make good the statements I have
made.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do
not intend to report progress. Tt is ne us:
the hon. member indulging in heroies. 1

The hon.
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am not challenging his statement. I hasl
the figures for my owa infornation but
have not got them now. Whether the hor.
member is correct or not I do not know.
If there have beon only 26 inspectiens »:
does not matter. The chief complaint 1
the men in the mines is that it is not giving
them a fair deal that thev should have 1+
pay overtime when they appoint a man to
make and check inspections. Tn many eases
the inspections are necessary, hot are nu
carried out for that reason.

Mr. Davy: Is it not a matter of the
Government trimming up their inspector?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No. i
have every confidence in him.

Mr. Wilson: So have L,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tulh
99 per cent. of the miners also have confi-
dence in Mr. McVee. That is net to sav
they are not justified in asking for the right
to aproint their own inspector. No man is
infallible. Suppose they believe the air iv
be not all it should be! If they want to
make a test they have to borrow the instw-
ment from the Government inspector,

Hon. G. Taylor: Have they found him
at fault?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
have stated that the air currents have heer
tested by the instrument, hut they have no
means of checking the instrument itself, and
they helieve it to be wrong.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is like the man
with a compass that was lost.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
mine managers have made tests which have
differed from those of the inspestor. There
is nothing serious about that. I would no:
eare if only six inspections had been made
That has nothing to do with the prineiple
of the Bill. The men will not get mor:
than a half-time inspector.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will hring pres-
sure fo bear.

The MINISTER FOR MINES :
upon me.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will give vou an
other 14 days’ notice.

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES : The
number of inspections that have been mads
has nothing to do with the principle.

Mr. CHESSON: I support the claus:.
The appointment of inspectors has workel
no hardship against the companies on the
goldfields. TIn ounr district the companies
welecome them. They have always given a

Nt
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fuir deal to boib sides. In eoal mines i
which 1 have worked every working face
was visited each night. IE the mine was
vnxeous or redquired more timbering a noti-
Jigntion to that effvet was posted. In a conl
mine it i necessary to keep the timbering
close np to the tace. One careless wors-
man in a gaseous mine may lead Lo the
death of all. Rigid inspection is morz
necessary in that class of mine than in any
other.

Mr. WILSOX: I am sorvy the member
for Mt. Margaret has been zo bitter, 1
kuow, as an old check inspector, that his
fumres are wrang. T also wish the Ministor
had veported progress =o that T might prove
him wrong. Tt wonld be impossible for
any ehief inspector to go down all the mines
and satisfactorily inspect them all. Every
man wha has worked in a coal mine knows
what I say to be eorrect. The Collie in-
speetor i an exeellent inspeetor, and I wiil
unt sit here and allow his reputation to be
taken away. When T was a check inspector.
the miners thought I had sufficient time
du the work and save paying an inspector
Ouce I was told T could not go down the
mine. T asked the reasonr, and was in-
formed, “You are not a working miner.”
T said T was a practical miner, whereupon
the retort was, “You are too practical for
ns, and vou will not be allowed to go down
the mine.”” That was under the old Aect,
which 5 still on the statute-book. .

Mr. Thomson: There are no inspectors
in the building trade.

Mr. WILSON: No, and in the building
frade vou ean do as you like. Workmen's
inspectors are paid by the day. Two men
zo down, and it is a bizg expense to the
union. In a coal mine a good deal ean hap-
pen in the course of five weeks,

Clanse put and passed.
Clanses 4, 5—agreed to.

Clavse 6—Conditions of appointment:

Mr. THOMSON: Why does the second
paragraph of the clanse provide that no in-
speetor shall hold an interest in any coal
mine in the State withont the permission
in writing of the Minister?

The Minister for Mines:
the Government inspector.

Mr. THOMSON: The man might have a
number of shares in a mine,

That refers ¢

Clause put and passed.
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Clauses 7 to 14, Title—agreed {o.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 11.47 p.n.

gouncil,

Wednesday, 6th December, 1928,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.3¢
p.an., and read prayers.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third lime and passed.

BILL—CITY OFY PERTH SUPER-
ANNUATION FUND.

In Committee—Progress Arrested.

Resumed from the 29th November, Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. J. T. Frank-
lin in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Extension of power to make
by-laws:

[Hon. A. Lovekin had moved an amend-
ment, ‘‘That Clause 2 be struck out with
a view to inserting other words.]

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: After consid-
ering the alteration proposed by the select
committce and after consuliing the actunary,
I have come to the conclusion that if the
amendment be passed the Bill will not bhe
of any advantage to the Perth City Couneil.
I therefore move—

That the Chairman do now leave the Chair.
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Motion put and passed.

The Chairman aeccordingly left the Chair
and the Bill lapsed.

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause l—agreed to.
Clause 2—Repeal of Seection 4 and sub-

stitulion of new seetion:
Hom. C. ¥. BAXTER: The agricultural

areas nre not reeeiving the consideration
fo whieh they are entitled. In other parts
of the world greater recognition is given
to the country. Some cities have no Par-
liamentary representation at all. My
amendment will increase the number of
wetropolitan members by two and the num-
ber of agricultural members by three. The
amendment has been carefully framed s.
that the Commission will experience no difft-
culty in arriving at the necessary quotas, ]
move an amendment—

That in paragraph (1) ‘“three?’ be struck
out and the word ‘“two’’ inscrted in lieu.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 oppose
the amendment. Under existing legislation
passed in 1911 the metropolitan area has
12 menbers. When that measore was
passed, the number of cleetors for the met-
ropolitan arca was 50,506. At present the
number of electors is 108,866, so that the
population of the metropolitan area has
more than doubled. Now members can see
the effect of the amendment. I communi-
cated with the Chief Electoral Registrar
and asked him to show the results of the
application of the amendment. The re-
sults are—Metropolitan area, actual enrol-
ment on the 24th October, 1928, 108,866
eleetors; reduction under the amendment,
54,433; quota arrived at by dividing by 46,
4137, The total number of metropolitan
distriets under the amendment would be
13.2, so that the metropolitan area would
have 13 members, an inercase of one, al-
though the population has more than
doubted since 1911. In the agricultural areas
the actual enrelment of 86,749 would be in-
creased to 104,218, so that there would be
25.2 distriets, or in other words, 25 mem-



